
A Wedding Liturgy Guidebook for Couples Marrying in the 

Catholic Diocese of  Columbus 

Celebrating The 
Sacrament of Love:  
Matrimony 

Catholic Diocese of Columbus 

Phone: 614-221-4640 
Fax: 614-241-2513 
Email: litmailbox@columbuscatholic.org 

Office for Divine Worship 
197 East Gay Street 
Columbus, OH  43215 



2 

Introduction 3 

Choosing the “Right” Rite 4 

Rite 1:  The Order of Celebrating Matrimony within Mass 6 

Rite 2:  The Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass 21 

Rite 3: The Order of Celebrating Matrimony between a Catholic and a Catechumen or Non-Christian 31 

Appendix A:  Wedding Planning Form:  Rite 1:  The Order of Celebrating Matrimony within Mass 37 

Appendix B:  Wedding Planning Form:  Rite 2:  The Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass 46 

Appendix C:  Rite 3: The Order of Celebrating Matrimony between a Catholic and a Catechumen or 
Non-Christian 

60 

Appendix D:  Sacred Scripture Choices 66 

   Old Testament Texts 67 

   Responsorial Psalms 70 

   New Testament Texts 72 

   Alleluia Verse with Verse before the Gospel 76 

   Gospel 77 

Appendix E:  Universal Prayer Templates 80 

Appendix F:  Miscellaneous Topics 81 

Appendix G:  Guidelines for the Reception of Holy Communion 85 

Rite 2:  The Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass with Holy Communion 30 

Table of Contents 



3 

Introduction 

Âg{x äÉvtà|ÉÇ àÉ ÅtÜÜ|tzx |á ãÜ|ààxÇ |Ç à{x äxÜç ÇtàâÜx Éy ÅtÇ tÇw ãÉÅtÇ 
tá à{xç vtÅx yÜÉÅ à{x VÜxtàÉÜAÊ 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1603 

Congratulations on your upcoming nuptials!  The Catholic Church of Columbus and this parish community are 

pleased to celebrate this joyous moment in your lives.  We rejoice that you are choosing to begin your lives to-

gether within this faith community.  Your wedding is not just an event to us; it is a Sacrament.  “Inasmuch as it is 

a sacramental action of sanctification, the liturgical celebration of marriage…must be, per se, valid, worthy and 

fruitful.”  (CCC 1621).  While the priest or, outside of Mass the deacon, presides at the Marriage ceremony, it is 

you and your spouse-to-be, who are the ministers of Christ’s grace to one another.  Through your consent and 

vows, you stand before the People of God and His ministers stating your intention to enter into the Sacrament of 

Matrimony and invite the Lord Jesus into your marriage.  

We pray that this book will assist you in preparing for that most important moment-your wedding liturgy.  It is a 

guide for arranging all the necessary details to personalize your ceremony within the Church’s Rite of Celebrating 

Matrimony.  Since many people may not be familiar with the specifics of planning a liturgical event, we have in-

cluded planning forms for each of the rites in the appendix to assist you, step-by-step, to plan your wedding litur-

gy.  

May the Lord Jesus, be your guide and bless you both as you enter into the Sacrament that celebrates and sancti-

fies human love. 
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Choosing the “Right” Rite 

The Church has approved three distinct rites of celebrating matrimony: 

I. The Order of Celebrating Matrimony within Mass 

II. The Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass 

III.  The Order of Celebrating Matrimony between a Catholic and a Catechumen or Non-Christian. 

Marriage is a once-in-a-lifetime event, so the rite you choose should be representative of and reflect the religious 

beliefs of  you and your fiancé.  A fruitful liturgical celebration of marriage portrays how “the spouses signify and 

participate in the mystery of the unity and fruitful love between Christ and the Church (OCM #14-2).”  It is im-

portant to be honest with the priest or deacon planning your wedding liturgy with you.  He can assist you in 

choosing the appropriate ritee to your circumstances.  The information below is will help guide your decision. 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony within Mass 

When two Catholics marry, it is presumed that they will celebrate The Order of 

Celebrating Matrimony within Mass unless there is a circumstance that would pre-

vent this.  It is most appropriate that the rite of marriage takes place within the cele-

bration of the Eucharistic liturgy as it is the fullest expression of the unity of the 

Church.  The documents of Vatican II remind us that the liturgy “is the summit 

toward which the activity of the Church is directed; at the same time it is the font 

from which all her power flows (Sacrosanctum Concilium #10).”  With permission 

from the Bishop of the Diocese, it is possible for a Catholic and non-Catholic to 

marry within Mass.  However, this choice should not be undertaken lightly.  The 

reception of the Eucharist is a sign of unity and an affirmation of the teachings of 

the Church, so those who are not members of the Church cannot receive Communion.  The inability of the non-

Catholic spouse and his/her family and friends to receive Communion can lead to feelings of division rather than 

unity.  Couples who choose to make this decision should do so after careful discernment, prayer, and consulta-

tion with the cleric who is preparing them for marriage. 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass is usually chosen when one of the couple is Catholic, and 

the other is baptized in another Christian tradition.  In Dioceses where a priest shortage exists, Catholic couples 

may choose this rite as it also includes an option for the reception of Holy Communion.  The Diocese of Co-

lumbus does not have a priest shortage at this time, and therefore this rite is discouraged for couples that are 

both Catholic.  This rite takes place outside the Mass, so the Eucharistic prayers and the reception of Holy Com-

munion are omitted.  The rite focuses on the richness of the Liturgy of the Word (readings and homily) as well 
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as the other prayers and rituals found in the marriage rite.  The Sacrament of Marriage celebrates unity, and this 

rite has been designed to do so as well.  It provides a tangible pastoral sensitivity to the non-Catholic spouse and 

his or her family and friends by emphasizing the commonality of Christianity which transcends denominations. 

Sadly, the reception of Holy Communion can be divisive as it will exclude one of the spouses as well as their 

family and friends.  Thus, it is not part of this rite. 

Even though the marriage takes place outside of the Mass, it retains its denotation as a Sacrament because it has 

been undertaken freely by two baptized persons.  

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony between a Catholic and a Catechumen or Non-Christian 

When a Catholic marries an unbaptized person (a Catechumen or Non-Christian), the third rite is used.  This 

rite has greater pastoral sensitivity towards the unbaptized person and is meant to foster unity between the couple 

as well as their families.  It is also much shorter and simpler than the other two rites and allows for the participa-

tion of the non-Catholic person’s religious leader in the rite.  Additionally, a couple may choose to incorporate a 

ritual and/or other element from their fiancé’s religious tradition, but it cannot contradict Catholic theology.   

The rite “takes place in a church or in another suitable place (OCM, #118).”  Because the Catholic party is 

bound by canon law, he or she, in conversation with the priest or deacon preparing them for marriage, will need 

to determine what is needed in order to ensure that the marriage is valid in the Catholic Church.  Should the 

couple choose to marry outside of a church venue, they will need to work with the priest or deacon to obtain 

proper permission from the Bishop.  The rite also maintains that in order for the marriage to be valid, the Cath-

olic minister must receive the consent and vows of the couple.  Should the couple wish another party to receive 

their consent and vows, they will need a dispensation from canonical form.  This dispensation is necessary for 

the Catholic party so that the marriage will be valid in the Church.  Again, the priest or deacon working with 

them will coordinate requesting and receiving this dispensation. 

A marriage using this rite is valid in the Church but not sacramental.  However, should the non-baptized spouse 

choose to be become baptized anytime during the marriage, the marriage will automatically become a sacramen-

tal. 

Conclusion 

In some cases, the rite chosen will be self-evident.  Some may need to decide which rite better serves their cir-

cumstances and pastoral needs.  Do not hesitate to discuss your options with the priest or deacon assisting you in 

your wedding preparation.  He will help you discern which rite is appropriate and most meaningful for both of 

you.   
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Rite	1:		The	Order	of	Celebrating	Matrimony	within	Mass	

	

The “Wedding Planning Form: Rite 1 (Appendix A)” will assist you in planning a prayerful, meaningful, and per-

sonal wedding Mass.  It takes substantial planning to execute a well-thought-out liturgy, and it is vital that you in-

volve your parish priest in the planning as he can help you choose the appropriate prayers and rituals as well as 

help you understand the liturgical guidelines and regulations. 

It is important to note that the rite is constructed in such a way that the Church invites you to enter into the pro-

cess of planning as a form of preparation for your marriage and understanding of the Sacrament of Marriage.  

So, where to start?  Let us look at the pre-planning essentials that will help make your wedding a truly special 

day.  

Choosing a Date & Time 

The first choice you will need to make is choosing a date.  Before 

you set the date, you will need to discuss its feasibility with your par-

ish priest.  There are multiple reasons for this besides scheduling 

conflicts at the parish.  One is that the Church’s liturgical calendar 

prohibits ritual Masses such as weddings and funerals on certain 

days.  Secondly, you need to determine if you are able to use a ritual 

Mass at the time and date you selected or if you need to use the 

Mass of the day.  Don’t worry, this is not something you will need to 

figure out on your own.  Your parish priest will discuss any restrictions that may occur due to the chosen date 

with you.  

Finally, before you are able to establish a date, it must be determined that both of you are free to marry.  The 

priest or deacon working with you will ask you both questions to determine that no impediments exist that would 

prevent either one of you from marrying validly in the Church. 

 

Environment & Decorations 

A substantial part of the planning form addresses the nuances of decorating the church environment.  Before 

making any plans, it will be important for you to inquire if your parish has specific written guidelines about dé-

cor, photographers and/or the use of videographers during weddings.   You must take the time to read these over 

carefully and discuss these topics with the priest or deacon presiding at your wedding.  Remember each parish 

and presider may have variances in their guidelines and preferences, and while you might not agree with them, 

requests and regulations must be respected and accommodated. 

“The celebration itself of the 
Sacrament must be diligently 
prepared, as far as possible, 
with the engaged couple.” 

 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, 
#28 
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Should your wedding fall into specific times of the Church’s liturgical calendar (i.e. Lent and Advent), you will 

need to determine how those seasons will influence your ability to choose a style of ornamentation.  Décor may 

need to be at a minimum or incorporated into the liturgical environment of the season (e.g. the parish Advent 

wreath would remain in place during a wedding in Advent).  Because the celebration of marriage is a Sacrament 

between you and your fiancé, you cannot have a wedding planner/coordinator plan your liturgy.  This is some-

thing that is reserved specifically for the couple to be married and the presiding cleric.  A wedding planner/

coordinator may only be involved with environmental décor, and this must be done within the designated struc-

ture of your parish’s guidelines and in accord with the Church’s liturgical calendar.  

Choosing Liturgical Ministers 

Many individuals contribute to making Mass a prayerful worship expe-

rience.  You will want to choose members from your families and 

friends who would be comfortable serving in a specific role.  The indi-

viduals chosen may already serve in a particular liturgical ministry in 

their own parishes.  You could also choose people from your parish 

who are commissioned to serve in a particular ministry to assist you.  

This is a way to involve members of your parish in your special day.   

Be sure to work within the preferences of your pastor as well as the parish’s guidelines, and consult with the 

priest presiding at your Mass.  The following are the ministries that you will need for your wedding Mass. 

Altar Servers:  It is recommended that you have at least three altar servers to assist the priest (and deacon if pre-

sent) during your Wedding Mass.  Some of the tasks that they will perform include carrying the processional 

cross and candles, holding the book for the presider, and assisting with the preparation of the altar.  You will 

want to choose individuals trained for this ministry at the parish of your wedding.  Work with your presider in 

this regard.  

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC):  EMHC’s are men and women who are eligible to dis-

tribute the Body and Blood of the Lord at Communion time when there are not enough Ordinary ministers 

(priests and deacons) available.  The number of EMHC’s needed will depend on both the size of your parish 

and the size of the congregation attending your wedding Mass.  If a family member or friend is commissioned for 

this ministry in their parish, she or he may be able to serve in this role with the approval of your pastor.  

Lectors:  A lector serves in the important ministry of proclaiming the sacred scripture texts to the congregation.  

Ideally, you should choose two individuals, one male and one female, trained and commissioned in their parish 

to serve as a lector.  If you wish to have a friend or family member serve in this ministry, you will need to discuss 

this with your parish priest.  He can help you to determine the appropriateness of this choice.  Be sure to re-

member that the priest or deacon will always proclaim the Gospel reading. 
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It is always important that the persons chosen for this role are comfortable with public speaking, able to read 

well, and be a person of faith.  Should a deacon not be present at your wedding Mass, one of the lectors chosen 

will need to assist with reading the petitions from the Universal Prayer (Prayers of the Faithful).  

Gift-Bearers:  You will need two people to present the gifts of bread and wine for the altar.  If you like, you and 

your spouse may choose to serve in this ministry.  You can also choose other members of the wedding party, one 

of each of your parents, godparents, or others to participate in the liturgy in this special way.  Since the gifts of 

bread and wine will become the Body and Blood of Jesus during consecration, those chosen for this ministry 

should be Catholic and able to receive Holy Communion. 

Hospitality Ministers/Ushers:  Usually the first people that your guests will see and meet at the church upon ar-

riving are those serving in the ministry of hospitality.  These individuals will be responsible for welcoming your 

guests, handing out worship aides, and assisting with seating.  As a result, those people whom you choose need to 

be warm and hospitable as well as comfortable handling crowds.  They should also be familiar with parish logis-

tics (i.e. giving directions to the restrooms).  The number of hospitality ministers needed will depend on the size 

of your parish, the number of entrances to the church, and the estimated number of people expected to attend 

the wedding ceremony. 

Music Ministers:  Several people fall under the scope of music ministry.  Each one has a unique role to play at 

your wedding Mass.  They are as follows: the Director of Music Ministry (if applicable), the Organist/

Keyboardist, the Cantor, and the Choir. 

Some parishes have additional musicians available who play other instruments as well.  Should you wish addi-

tional guest musicians to participate in your wedding Mass, you will need to determine what the policy is at your 

parish.  It is important to meet with the music director at your parish in order to discuss what options are availa-

ble.  Additionally, she or he can assist you in selecting the appropriate musical choices.  Keep in mind that all 

music during a Catholic liturgy must be liturgical and sacred in nature. 

Planning the Wedding Liturgy 

Now that you have the preliminary planning of logistics and liturgical ministries complete, it is time to look at the 

specifics regarding choosing music, prayers, readings, and rituals that will take 

place within your wedding liturgy. 

Prelude Music: 

Prelude music plays prior to the start of your Wedding Mass.  In many ways, it 

sets the tone for the event and helps those in attendance “settle down” and pre-

pare themselves spiritually for the liturgy.  The music chosen should facilitate a 

prayerful environment, thus the choice must be from a sacred repertoire.  
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Entrance Procession: 

The Rite itself allows for two permissible “forms” for the wedding party to pro-

cess into the church.  We will look at each one in order to help you decide 

which form would be most meaningful for your wedding. 

 First Form:  The first form is the standard liturgical procession, (like the 

one done for the weekend Mass at your parish), with a few additions.  The pro-

cession will start in the back of the church (the narthex), where the priest and 

other ministers will gather and greet the bride and groom.  At the start of the 

Opening Hymn, the procession of liturgical ministers begins, led by the altar 

servers with a processional cross and candles, followed by assisting ministers 

and the priest.  You and your spouse-to-be will follow accompanied by your 

parents and the other members of your wedding party.  Each of you will go to 

your designated seats. 

 Second Form:  The second form is the standard wedding procession, with the priest and assisting ministers 

in the sanctuary, while the bridal party processes into the church.  After arriving at your place, the priest will 

receive and greet you, “showing that the Church shares in (your) joy (OCM #49).” 

While the rite allows either one of these processions, some priests have a preference for one over the other.  

You will need to discuss your choice with the priest who will be presiding at your Wedding Mass to determine 

his thoughts and preferences. 

Opening Hymn: 

The opening hymn can occur during the procession or be sung after the procession has concluded and all mem-

bers are in their respective places.  The opening hymn should be joyful and welcoming.  It is a good idea to 

choose familiar songs as that will assist with facilitating participation in singing amongst your guests.  The Music 

Director of the parish will assist you with choices. 

At the conclusion of the opening hymn, the priest will begin the Mass with the Sign of the Cross and then greet 

the bridal party and guests.  There are two options in the Rite that he may choose from. 

Gloria: 

The Gloria is a prayer that sings the praises of our Triune God, blessing and thanking Him for the many gifts 

which He had bestowed upon His people.  The Gloria may be recited, but it is meant to be sung.  Your parish 

may use a particular musical setting, or you may choose one of the many musical settings written for singing the 

Gloria.  Again, the Director of Music will assist you with this choice. 
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Collect:  

The Collect is the formal liturgical name for the Opening Prayer.  The priest will choose one of the prayers from 

the Order of Celebrating Matrimony within Mass or the Mass of the day if the liturgical calendar indicates the 

latter. 

The Liturgy of the Word: 

Christ is present during the Mass in both Word and Sacrament, and we 

gain a fuller understanding of the mystery of redemption through sa-

cred scripture.  The Church presents us with three readings during the 

Mass.  The first is from the Old Testament, the second from the New 

Testament, and the third from the Gospels.  During the Easter Season, 

the first reading is from the Book of Revelation (OCM 55).  A psalm is 

sung between the first and second readings as well; this is the Responsorial Psalm.  The priest or a deacon will 

preach on these texts. 

Choosing the Scripture texts to be read during your Wedding Mass is important as they speak to “the im-

portance of Christian marriage in the history of salvation and the responsibilities and duties of marriage to be at-

tended to for the sanctification of the spouses and of their children (OCM, 35).”  Personally, the readings chosen 

should speak to your hearts and serve as inspiration for your marriage’s foundation.  Choose texts that you can 

go back to when you need a reminder of the promises you made on your wedding day. 

In Appendix D you will find the texts that have been chosen from the Lectionary for the Order of Celebrating 

Matrimony; some of those texts have a star by them.  These passages speak explicitly about marriage.  As you 

choose the Scripture passages that will be proclaimed you must choose one that has a star next to it (OCM 55).    

The Celebration of Matrimony: 

After the priest or deacon preaches the homily, the Marriage Rite will begin.  It consists of numerous parts, some 

which are optional, others not. 

I. The Consent:  The priest or deacon will ask you individually questions as to your intentions to marry.  The 

questions speak to your willingness to do so freely of your own will with the intention of loving and serving 

one another for the remainder of your lives and being open to the transmission of human life.  This is not 

optional. 

II.  The Vows:  The rite has two separate formats that you may choose from for your vows.  The first is in the   

format of statements, while the other is done through questions and answers.   Within each of these formats 

are two options.  These multiple options in wording provide you and your fiancé with the opportunity to  
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choose the one that speaks to your hearts.  The Church does not permit couples to write their own vows, so you 

need to make a choice from these options.  While this may seen as stifling creativity or restrictive, reasons exist 

for this decision.  The liturgies of the Church transcend cultures; throughout the world, they remain the same in 

everything except language.  This “sameness” expresses the unity of  faith within the Body of Christ which is the 

Church (Catechism of the Catholic Church,813, 815).  When you speak the vows of the Church, you are  ac-

knowledging that the two of you are part of something larger.  You are united not only with one another but with 

the whole Body of Christ, the Church. 

The Catechism notes that the mutual consent of the bride and groom bring 

the grace of the sacrament to fruition (1623, 1626, 1639-1640).  The words 

spoken are meant to reflect the sacredness of the moment, which the Church 

ensures by providing the wording for the vows.  According to canon law, con-

sent  is the key to a marriage.  Therefore, the words spoken must be clear 

that the couple has given mutual consent to marry one another.  The vows 

cannot contain any wording that might be interpreted as placing conditions or 

limits on the marriage; this would call into question the validity of the mar-

riage (Code of Canon Law 1101 - 1102, 1107; also 1119).  The vows found in the marriage rite are clear that you 

both wish to enter into this marriage and are doing so of your own will with the intention of being together for 

life. 

The following formats are your options:  

Form A-Option 1:    

After being invited by the priest, you and your spouse-to-be will join hands and say:   

Bridegroom:  I,  Name, take you, Name to be my wife.  I promise to be faithful to you, in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, to love you and honor you all the days of my life. 

Bride:  I,  Name, take you, Name to be my husband.  I promise to be faithful to you, in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, to love you and honor you all the days of my life. 

OR	

Form A-Option 2:   

Bridegroom:  I,  Name, take you, Name  for my  lawful wife, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for bet-

ter, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until death do us part. 

Bride:  I,  Name, take you, Name for my  lawful husband, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for  better, 

for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until death do us part. 
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Form B provides options for vows to be recited in a question and answer format.  

With this format, the minister would be asking your vows in a question, and you and 

your fiancé  consent to them by responding “I Do.”  This may be the choice you 

want to make if you are worried about memorizing and forgetting something.  After 

being invited by the priest, you and your spouse to be will join hands and say “I do” 

when prompted individually. 

The following provide you with your options:    

Form B-Option 1:   

Addressed to the Bridegroom:  Name, do you take, Name to be your wife?  Do you promise to be faithful to her 

in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, to love her and to honor her all the days of your life?   

Bridegroom:  “I do.”  

Addressed to the Bride:  Name, do you take, Name to be your husband?  Do you promise to be faithful to him 

in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, to love him and to honor him all the days of your life?   

Bride:  “I do.” 

OR 

Form B-Option 2:   

Addressed to the Bridegroom:  Name,  do you take Name for your lawful wife, to have and to hold, from this 

day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until 

death do you part?   

Bridegroom:  “I do.” 

Addressed to the Bride:  Name, do you take Name for your lawful husband, to have and to hold, from this day 

forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until death 

do you part?   

Bride:  “I do.” 

III.   The Reception of the Consent:   

After both of you profess your vows, the priest or deacon will receive them and acclaim you married.  There are 

two options he may choose from, and then he will present you to the community and invite all present to praise 

God by saying, “Let us bless the Lord,” with all replying, “Thanks be to God.”  If you wish, you may have anoth-

er acclamation said or sung at this time. 

IV.  Blessing & Giving of Rings: 

Again, you have choices as to which blessing you would like the priest to pray over your wedding rings.  Tradi-

tionally, he will invoke one of these blessings on the rings, he may sprinkle them with holy water, and then invite 

each one of you to place the ring on your spouse’s finger.  
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Option A (66):   

“May the Lord bless + these rings, which you will give to one another as a sign of fidelity and love.” 

Response:  Amen 

Option B (194):   

“Bless, O Lord, these rings, which we bless + in your name, so that those who wear them may remain entirely 

faithful to each other, abide in peace and in your will, and live always in mutual charity.  Through Christ our 

Lord.” 

Response:  Amen 

Option C (195):    

“Bless + and sanctify your servants in their love, O Lord, and let these rings, a sign of their faithfulness, remind 

them of their love for one another.  Through Christ our Lord.” 

Response:  Amen 

First the husband, then the wife, will each place the ring on each oth-

er’s finger while saying the following : 

“Name, receive this ring as a sign of my love and  fidelity.   

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

V.  The Blessing & Giving of the Arras:   

The blessing and the giving of the arras is a cultural adaptation that has been added to the Rite that is based in 

Filipino/Latino culture.  It is OPTIONAL, and should be used only if it has meaning to the couple.  The arras 

are 13 coins which are presented in an ornate case.  They are blessed by the priest or deacon and then handed 

to the husband, who presents them to his wife saying: “Name, receive these arras as a pledge of God’s blessing 

and a sign of the good gifts we will share.”  In turn she gives them back to him and says the same thing.  He takes 

them and places them in a case.  The number of coins signifies Christ and his disciples.  They represent the 

groom's promise to provide for his family and the bride's trust in his ability to do so.  

VI.  The Hymn or the Canticle of Praise: 

You can choose to have a hymn or Canticle of Praise sung after the last ritual in which you will participate in the 

marriage rite (either the blessing and giving of the rings or the blessing and giving of the arras).  This should be 

done in consultation with the Music Director at your parish. 

VII.  Universal Prayer: 

The Universal Prayer is also known as the “Prayers of the Faithful” or “Petitions.”  The prayers petition God to 

watch over and care for the Church, our country and communities, the sick and deceased.  They also can be  
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specialized to address specific needs or events (such as praying for the newly married couple).  It is most appro-

priate to add prayers in remembrance of those family members or friends who cannot be at the wedding due to 

sickness or death.  The Order for Celebrating Matrimony  includes templates of prayers.  You can find one of 

these examples as well as prayers written by our office in Appendix E.  Should you decide to write your own in-

tentions, you will want to follow the examples found in that appendix and have the final version reviewed by your 

priest or deacon for their approval and feedback.  

The Universal Prayer concludes the part of the ritual titled “The Celebration of Matrimony” and leads us to the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist: 

For Catholics, the Mass is the heart of our faith and a celebration of the Paschal Mystery of Jesus Christ.   The 

Vatican II document “Sacrosanctum Concilium” (The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) describes the Mass as:  

“the summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed; at the same time, it is the fount from which all 

the Church’s power flows (SC, no. 10). ”  In short, it is the source and the summit of Christian life and prayer. 

I. Presentation of the Gifts: 

As indicated earlier, you will need two people to present the gifts of bread and wine for the altar.  If you like, you 

and your spouse may choose to serve in this ministry.  You can also choose other members of the wedding party, 

one of each of your parents, godparents, or others to participate in the liturgy in this special way.  Since the gifts 

of bread and wine will become the Body and Blood of Jesus during consecration, those chosen for this ministry 

should be Catholic and able to receive Holy Communion. 

II.  Offertory Hymn: 

In consultation with your parish’s Music Director, you will want to choose an appropriate hymn to be sung dur-

ing the preparation of the gifts. 

III.  Offertory Prayer: 

The priest will choose one of the prayers in the Order of Celebrating Matrimony to pray over the gifts of bread 

and wine on behalf of the Church assembled. 

IV.  Eucharistic Prayer: 

The heart of the Mass is the Eucharistic Prayer, the memorialization of Jesus’ command at the Last Supper to 

“Do this in memory of me.”  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the bread and the wine becomes the Body 

and Blood of Jesus, and Christ’s promise to remain with His Church becomes a tangible reality.  Every time 

Catholics gather together at Mass and  receive the Body and Blood of Christ, they are joined together as mem-

bers of Christ’s mystical Body, sharing the one life of the Spirit.  
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It is in the great Sacrament of the altar that we are joined to Christ Jesus 

and to one another (Norms for the Distribution and Reception of Holy 

Communion Under Both Kinds in the Dioceses of the United States of 

America [NDRHC], no. 5).  

There are three different forms of the Eucharistic prayer that can be cho-

sen.  The priest may show them to you and ask you which one you would 

prefer, or you may leave the choice up to him. 

V.  Preface: 

The Preface is the liturgical term for the prayer said leading into the Eucharistic Prayer.  There are three choices 

for this prayer that speak to the sanctity of marriage.  

Option A:  The dignity of the Marriage Covenant 

“It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Fa-

ther, almighty and eternal God.  For you have forged the covenant of Marriage as a sweet yoke of harmony and 

an unbreakable bond of peace, so that the chaste and fruitful love of holy Matrimony may serve to increase the 

children you adopt as your own. 

By your providence and grace, O Lord, you accomplish the wonder of this twofold design:  that, while the birth 

of children brings beauty to the world, their rebirth in Baptism gives increase to the Church, through Christ our 

Lord.  Through him, with the Angels and all the Saints, we sing the hymn of your praise, as without end we ac-

claim:  Holy, Holy, Holy (199).” 

Option B:  The great Sacrament of Matrimony 

“It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Fa-

ther, almighty and eternal God through Christ our Lord.  For in him you have made a new covenant with your 

people, so that, as you have redeemed man and woman by the mystery of Christ’s Death and Resurrection, so in 

Christ you might make them partakers of divine nature and joint heirs with him of heavenly glory.  In the union 

of husband and wife you give a sign of Christ’s loving gift of grace, so that the Sacrament we celebrate might draw 

us back more deeply into the wondrous design of your love.  And, so with the Angels and all the Saints, we 

praise you, and without end we acclaim:  Holy, Holy, Holy (200).” 

Option C:  Matrimony as a Sign of Divine Love 

“It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Fa-

ther, almighty and eternal God.  For you willed that the human race, created by the gift of your goodness, should 

be raised to such high dignity that in the union of husband and wife you might bestow a true image of your love.” 
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For those you created out of charity you call to the law of charity without ceasing and grant them a share in your 

eternal charity.  And so, the Sacrament of holy Matrimony, as the abiding sign of your own love, consecrates the 

love of man and woman, through Christ our Lord.  Through him, with the Angels and all the Saints, we sing the 

hymn of your praise, as without end we acclaim:  Holy, Holy, Holy (201).” 

You can choose which one you would like, or again, it is fine to leave this choice up to the priest celebrating your 

nuptial Mass. 

VI.  Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)/Mystery of Faith/Great Amen: 

The Holy, Holy, Holy, also known as the Sanctus in Latin, is a prayer that praises and blesses the holiness of our 

Triune God.  The Holy, Holy, Holy may be recited, but it is meant to be sung.  Your parish may use a particular 

musical setting, or you may choose one of the many musical settings written for singing the Holy, Holy, Holy.  

Again, the Director of Music will assist you with this choice as well as the Mystery of Faith and the Great Amen 

(which you will find on your planning sheet ). 

VII.  The Blessing & the Placing of the Lazo and/or Veil: 

The blessing and the placing of the lazo and/or veil is a cultural adaptation that 

has been added to the rite that is based in Filipino/Latino culture.  It is OP-

TIONAL and should be used only if it has meaning to the couple.  The lazo is a 

cord traditionally formed into a figure-of-eight shape (it is often two rosaries 

placed together) which are placed around the neck areas of the bride and the 

groom prior to the Nuptial Blessing.  This cord symbolizes lifetime unity and the 

everlasting union of the bride and groom.  It also is a symbol of marital protec-

tion; the loops formed are a sign of the couple’s love for one another.  

The veil is a separate entity from the bridal veil that is placed on the head of the bride and the shoulders of the 

groom, and it symbolizes God’s protective mantle over them.  Again, this ritual is done prior to the Nuptial 

Blessing. 

The Nuptial Blessing: 

There are three forms for the nuptial blessing, which is a special blessing over you and your spouse.  Again, this 

is a place where the two of you can choose the one that speaks to your heart and would be your way of asking 

God to bless this start of your new life together. 

Option A: 

“Dear brothers and sisters, let us humbly pray to the Lord that on these his servants, now married in Christ, he 

may mercifully pour out the blessing of his grace and make of one heart in love (by the Sacrament of Christ’s 

Body and Blood) that he has joined by a holy covenant.  All pray in silence for a while.” 
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“O God, who by your mighty power created all things out of nothing, and, when you had set in place the begin-

nings of the universe, formed man and woman in your own image, making the woman an inseparable helpmate 

to the man, that they might no longer be two, but one flesh, and taught that what you were pleased to make one 

must never be divided;” 

“O God, who consecrated the Sacrament of Marriage by so great a mystery that in the wedding covenant you 

foreshadowed the Sacrament of Christ and his Church;” 

“O God, by whom woman is joined to man and the companionship they had in the beginning is endowed with 

the one blessing not forfeited by original sin nor washed away by the flood.  Look now with favor on these your 

servants, joined together in Marriage, who ask to be strengthened by your blessing.  Send down on them the 

grace of the Holy Spirit and pour into their hearts, that they may remain faithful in the Marriage covenant.”	

“May the grace of love and peace abide in your daughter, Name, and let her always follow the example of those 

holy women whose praises are sung in the Scriptures.  May her husband entrust his heart to her, so that acknowl-

edging her as his equal and his joint heir to the life of grace, he may show her due honor and cherish her always 

with the love Christ has for his Church.” 

“And now, Lord we implore you: may these your servants hold fast to the faith and keep your commandments; 

made one in the flesh, may they be blameless in all they do; and with the strength that comes from the Gospel, 

may they bear true witness to Christ before all; (may they be blessed with children, and prove themselves virtu-

ous parents, who live to see their children’s children).  And grant that, reaching at last together the fullness of 

years for which they hope, they may come to the life of the blessed in the Kingdom of Heaven.  Through Christ 

our Lord.”  

Response:  Amen (74, 105) 

OR 

Option B: 

“Let us pray to the Lord for this bride and groom, who come to the altar as they begin their married life, that 

(partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ) they may always be bound together by love for one another.  All 

pray in silence for a while.” 

“Holy Father, who formed man in your own image, male and female you created them, so that as husband and 

wife, united in body and heart, they might fulfill their calling in the world;” 

“O God, who to reveal the great design you formed in your love, willed that the love of spouses for each other 

should foreshadow the covenant your graciously made with your people, so that, by fulfillment of the sacramen-

tal sign, the mystical marriage of Christ with his Church might become manifest in the union of husband and wife 

among your faithful;”  
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“Graciously stretch out your right hand over these your servants (Name & Name), we pray, and pour into their 

hearts the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

“Grant, O Lord, that as they enter upon this Sacramental union, they may share with one another the gifts of 

your love and, by being for each other a sign of your presence, become one heart and one mind.  May they also 

sustain, O Lord, by their deeds the home they are forming (and prepare their children to become members of 

your heavenly household by raising them in the way of the Gospel).”  

“Graciously crown with your blessings your daughter, Name, so that, by being a good wife (and mother), she may 

bring warmth to her home with a love that is pure and adorn it with welcoming graciousness.” 

“Bestow a heavenly blessing also, O Lord, on Name your servant, that he may be a worthy, good and faithful 

husband (and a provident father).” 

“Grant, holy Father, that desiring to approach your table as a couple joined in Marriage in your presence, they 

may one day have the joy of taking part in your great banquet in heaven.  Through Christ our Lord.” 

Response:  Amen (207) 

OR	

Option	C:	

“Let us humbly invoke by our prayers, dear brothers and sisters, God’s blessing upon this bride and groom, that 

in his kindness he may favor with his help those on whom he has bestowed the Sacrament of Matrimony.  All 

pray in silence for a while.” 

“Holy Father, maker of the whole world, who created man and woman in your own image and willed that their 

union be crowned with your blessing, we humbly beseech you for these your servants, who are joined today in 

the Sacrament of Matrimony.” 

“May your abundant blessing, Lord, come down upon this bride, Name and upon Name her companion for life, 

and may the power of your Holy Spirit set their hearts aflame from on high, so that, living out together the gift of 

Matrimony, they may (adorn their family with children and) enrich the Church.” 

“In happiness may they praise you, O Lord, in sorrow may they seek you out; may they have the joy of your 

presence to assist them in their toil, and know that you are near to comfort them in their need; let them pray to 

you in the holy assembly and bear witness to you in the world, and after a happy old age, together with the circle 

of friends that surrounds them, may they come to the Kingdom of Heaven.  Through Christ our Lord.” 

Response:  Amen (209) 
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Sign of Peace:   

During the Sign of Peace, attendants at the liturgy are invited to extend to one another a sign of peace (usually a 

hand shake or hug) to those nearby.  It is not an invitation for persons to move around the church to greet all 

those in attendance. 

Lamb of God/Communion Hymns/After-Communion Hymns:   

There are various choices that you will need to make regarding music for the Com-

munion Rite.  Remember that less is more and to choose music that is well known 

across congregations so your guests can participate.  You will work with your 

parish’s Music Director as she or he can assist you in making appropriate choices. 

Prayer After Communion:   

After everyone has received Holy Communion, the priest will invite the congregation to gather in thanksgiving 

with a prayer.  There are three options that he may choose for this.  If you wish, you can go over the choices with 

him, however it is suggested that it is most appropriate to let him make the most suitable choice. 

Conclusion of the Celebration:   

Solemn Blessing:   

The Solemn blessing is the final blessing said over you, your spouse and those gathered to witness and celebrate 

your marriage.  As with many of the items, the solemn blessing also gives three choices for a prayer. 

Option A: 

“May God the eternal Father keep you of one heart in love for one another, that the peace of Christ may dwell 

in you and abide always in your home.” 

Response:  Amen  

“May you be blessed in your children, have solace in y our friends and enjoy true peace with everyone.” 

Response:  Amen  

“May you be witnesses in the world to God’s charity, so that the afflicted and needy who have known your kind-

ness may one day receive you thankfully into the eternal dwelling of God.”   

Response:  Amen   

“And may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here, the Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit.”  

Response:  Amen  

OR	
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Option B: 

“May God the all powerful Father grant you his joy and bless you in your children.”   

Response:  Amen  

“May the Only Begotten Son of God stand by you with compassion in good times and in bad.”    

Response:  Amen  

“May the Holy Spirit of God always pour forth his love into your hearts.”  

Response:  Amen  

“And may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here, the Father, and the Son + and the Holy Spirit.”   

Response:  Amen  

OR 

Option C: 

“May the Lord Jesus, who graced the marriage at Cana by his presence, bless you and your loved ones.”  

Response:  Amen  

“May he, who loved the Church to the end, unceasingly pour his love into your hearts.”    

Response:  Amen  

“May the Lord grant that, bearing witness to faith in his Resurrection, you may await with joy the blessed hope to 

come.”    

Response:  Amen  

“And may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here, the Father, and the Son + and the Holy Spirit.”    

Response:  Amen  

Closing Hymn/Recessional:   

The final choice you will need to make for your wedding liturgy is the closing music at the end of Mass when 

you, your wedding party, and the priest and other clergy who might be present process out of the church.  It is 

often recommended that couples choose instrumental music, but many wish to 

choose something joyous to sing.  Again, you can work on this with the Music Di-

rector at your parish. 

	

	



21 

Rite	2:		The	Order	of	Celebrating	Matrimony	without	Mass	

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass is usually chosen when one of 

the couple is Catholic and the other is baptized in another Christian tradition.  In 

dioceses where a priest shortage exists, Catholic couples may choose this rite as it  

includes an option for the reception of Holy Communion.  However, in the Dio-

cese of Columbus this rite is discouraged for couples who are both Catholic be-

cause there is an adequate number of priests available.   

As its name suggests, this rite takes place outside of Mass, so it does not include 

the Liturgy of the Eucharist and Holy Communion.  It  does, however, retain the 

richness of the Liturgy of the Word (Scripture readings and homily) and the pray-

ers and rituals of the marriage rite.  Because it is not a Mass, a deacon is typically 

the celebrant, and a minister from another Christian denomination may participate in the rite.  However, in or-

der for the marriage to be canonically valid, the Catholic minister must receive your consent and vows.  Your 

fiancé’s minister may proclaim a scripture reading, give an exhortation, or pray a blessing.  You must discuss his 

or her inclusion with the priest or deacon celebrating your wedding liturgy.  Remember they cannot “co-officiate” 

or include prayers from that denomination’s wedding ritual at the wedding.  In some circumstances, it may be 

determined that your fiancé’s religious leader be the one to receive your consent and vows.  If you choose to do 

this, the priest or deacon working with you will need to apply for a dispensation from canonical form from the 

Bishop.  This dispensation is necessary for the marriage to be canonically valid for the Catholic individual. 

If you and your fiancé discern that you wish to hold your wedding outside of a Catholic church or in another 

venue you will need to speak with the priest or deacon.  If he determines there are legitimate pastoral reasons for 

this, he will apply for the proper permission from the Bishop on your behalf.  This permission can only be given 

by the bishop the Catholic person’s diocese, granting the Catholic person permission to hold their wedding at a 

venue other than a Catholic church. 

The Church maintains marriage is meant to celebrate unity, and this rite has been designed to do so.  It fosters a 

greater pastoral sensitivity to the non-Catholic spouse and his or her family and friends by emphasizing the com-

monality between Christians.  Because the reception of Holy Communion can be divisive due to the exclusion of 

non-Catholics, it is not part of this rite.  Even though the marriage takes place outside of the Mass, it remains a 

Sacrament because it takes place between two baptized persons.  

The rite is designed to invite you to enter into the process of planning as a form of additional preparation for 

your marriage and a deeper understanding of the Sacrament of Marriage.  There are planning forms available for 

each of the forms of Rite 2 “Wedding Planning Form: Rite 2” (Appendix B) and Wedding Planning Form:  Rite 

2B (includes Holy Communion-Appendix C).   
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These forms will help you and your fiancé plan a prayerful, meaningful, and personal wedding ceremony.   It 

takes substantial planning to execute a well-thought-out liturgy, so it is necessary to involve the priest or deacon 

presiding at your marriage in the planning.  He can help you choose the appropriate prayers and rituals as well as 

help you understand any pertinent liturgical and/or canonical guidelines and regulations.  So, where to start?  Let 

us look at the pre-planning essentials that will help make your wedding a truly special day.  

Choosing a Date & Time 

The first choice you will need to make is choosing a date.  Before you set the date, you will need to discuss its 

feasibility with your parish priest.  There are multiple reasons for this besides scheduling conflicts at the parish.  

One is that the Church’s liturgical calendar prohibits ritual Masses such as weddings and funerals on certain days.  

Secondly, you need to determine if you are able to use a ritual Mass at the time and date you selected or if you 

need to use the Mass of the day.  Don’t worry, this is not something you will need to figure out on your own.  

Your parish priest will discuss any restrictions that may occur due to the chosen date with you.  

Finally, before you are able to establish a date, it must be determined that both of you are free to marry.  The 

priest or deacon working with you will ask you both questions to determine that no impediments exist that would 

prevent either one of you from marrying validly in the Church. 

Environment & Decorations 

A substantial part of the planning form addresses the nuances of decorating the church environment.  Before 

making any plans, it will be important for you to inquire if your parish has specific written guidelines about dé-

cor, photographers and/or the use of videographers during weddings.   You must take the time to read these over 

carefully and discuss these topics with the priest or deacon presiding at your wedding.  Remember each parish 

and presider may have variances in their guidelines and preferences, and while you might not agree with them, 

requests and regulations must be respected and accommodated. 

Should your wedding fall into specific times of the Church’s liturgical calendar (i.e. Lent and Advent), you will 

need to determine how those seasons will influence your ability to choose a style of ornamentation.  Décor may 

need to be at a minimum or incorporated into the liturgical environment of the season (e.g. the parish Advent 

wreath would remain in place during a wedding in Advent).  Because the celebration of marriage is a Sacrament 

between you and your fiancé, you cannot have a wedding planner/coordinator plan your liturgy.  This is some-

thing that is reserved specifically for the couple to be married and the presiding cleric.  A wedding planner/

coordinator may only be involved with environmental décor, and this must be done within the designated struc-

ture of your parish’s guidelines and in accord with the Church’s liturgical calendar.  
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Choosing Liturgical Ministers 

Many individuals contribute to making Mass a prayerful worship experience.  You will want to choose members 

from your families and friends who would be comfortable serving in a specific role.  The individuals chosen may 

already serve in a particular liturgical ministry in their own parishes.  You could also choose people from your 

parish who are commissioned to serve in a particular ministry to assist you.  This is a way to involve members of 

your parish in your special day.   Be sure to work within the preferences of your pastor as well as the parish’s 

guidelines, and consult with the priest presiding at your Mass.  The following are the ministries that you will need 

for your wedding Mass. 

Altar Servers:  You will want to speak with the celebrant of your wedding to see if he determines that altar servers 

are needed.  Some celebrants do not use altar servers for this liturgy as they do not have many tasks for them to 

do.  If your celebrant does want to use servers, you will want to choose individuals trained for this ministry at the 

parish of your wedding. 

Lectors:  A lector serves in the important ministry of proclaiming the sacred scripture texts to the congregation.  

It is always important that the persons chosen for this role are comfortable with public speaking, able to read 

well, and be a person of faith.  A lector does not need to be Catholic.  One of the lectors chosen will heed to as-

sist with reading the petitions from the Universal Prayer (Prayers of the Faithful).  You will want to discuss your 

choices for this role with the priest or deacon.  He can help you determine who is ideally suited for this role.  

Hospitality Ministers/Ushers:  Usually the first people that your guests will see and meet at the church upon ar-

riving are those serving in the ministry of hospitality.  These individuals will be responsible for welcoming your 

guests, handing out worship aides, and assisting with seating.  As a result, those people whom you choose need to 

be warm and hospitable as well as comfortable handling crowds.  They should also be familiar with parish logis-

tics (i.e. giving directions to the restrooms).  The number of hospitality ministers needed will depend on the size 

of your parish, the number of entrances to the church, and the estimated number of people expected to attend 

the wedding ceremony. 

Music Ministers:  Several people fall under the scope of music ministry.  Each one has a unique role to play at 

your wedding Mass.  They are as follows: the Director of Music Ministry (if applicable), the Organist/

Keyboardist, the Cantor, and the Choir. 

Some parishes have additional musicians available who play other instruments as well.  Should you wish addi-

tional guest musicians to participate in your wedding Mass, you will need to determine what the policy is at your 

parish.  It is important to meet with the music director at your parish in order to discuss what options are availa-

ble.  Additionally, she or he can assist you in selecting the appropriate musical choices.  Keep in mind that all 

music during a Catholic liturgy must be liturgical and sacred in nature. 
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Planning the Wedding Liturgy 

Now that you have the preliminary planning of logistics and liturgical ministries complete, it is time to look at the 

specifics regarding choosing music, prayers, readings, and rituals that will take place within your wedding liturgy. 

Prelude Music: 

Prelude music plays prior to the start of your Wedding Mass.  In many ways, it sets the tone for the event and 

helps those in attendance “settle down” and prepare themselves spiritually for the liturgy.  The music chosen 

should facilitate a prayerful environment, thus the choice must be from a sacred repertoire.  

Entrance Procession: 

The Rite itself allows for two permissible “forms” for the wedding party to pro-

cess into the church.  We will look at each one in order to help you decide 

which form would be most meaningful for your wedding. 

 First Form:  The first form is the standard liturgical procession, (like the 

one done for the weekend Mass at your parish), with a few additions.  The 

procession will start in the back of the church (the narthex), where the 

priest and other ministers will gather and greet the bride and groom.  At 

the start of the Opening Hymn, the procession of liturgical ministers be-

gins, led by the altar servers with a processional cross and candles, followed 

by assisting ministers and the priest.  You and your spouse-to-be will follow accompanied by your parents 

and the other members of your wedding party.  Each of you will go to your designated seats. 

 Second Form:  The second form is the standard wedding procession, with the priest and assisting ministers 

in the sanctuary, while the bridal party processes into the church.  After arriving at your place, the priest will 

receive and greet you, “showing that the Church shares in (your) joy (OCM #49).” 

While the rite allows either one of these processions, some priests have a preference for one over the other.  

You will need to discuss your choice with the priest who will be presiding at your Wedding Mass to determine 

his thoughts and preferences. 

Opening Hymn: 

The opening hymn can occur during the procession or be sung after the procession has concluded and all mem-

bers are in their respective places.  The opening hymn should be joyful and welcoming.  It is a good idea to 

choose familiar songs as that will assist with facilitating participation in singing amongst your guests.  The Music 

Director of the parish will assist you with choices.  At the conclusion of the opening hymn, the priest or deacon 

will begin the liturgy with the Sign of the Cross and then greet the bridal party and guests.  There are two options 

in the Rite that he may choose from. 
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Collect:  

The Collect is the formal liturgical name for the Opening Prayer.  The 

priest or deacon will choose one of the prayers from the Order of Cele-

brating Matrimony within Mass or the Mass of the day if the liturgical 

calendar indicates the latter. 

The Liturgy of the Word: 

Christ is present during the Mass in both Word and Sacrament, and we 

gain a fuller understanding of the mystery of redemption through sacred scripture.  The Church presents us with 

three readings during the Mass.  The first is from the Old Testament, the second from the New Testament, and 

the third from the Gospels.  During the Easter Season, the first reading is from the Book of Revelation (OCM 

55).  A psalm is sung between the first and second readings as well; this is the Responsorial Psalm.  The priest or 

a deacon will preach on these texts. 

Choosing the Scripture texts to be read during your Wedding Mass is important as they speak to “the im-

portance of Christian marriage in the history of salvation and the responsibilities and duties of marriage to be at-

tended to for the sanctification of the spouses and of their children (OCM, 35).”  Personally, the readings chosen 

should speak to your hearts and serve as inspiration for your marriage’s foundation.  Choose texts that you can 

go back to when you need a reminder of the promises you made on your wedding day. 

In Appendix D you will find the texts that have been chosen from the Lectionary for the Order of Celebrating 

Matrimony; some of those texts have a star by them.  These passages speak explicitly about marriage.  As you 

choose the Scripture passages that will be proclaimed you must choose one that has a star next to it (OCM 55).    

The Celebration of Matrimony: 

After the priest or deacon preaches the homily, the Marriage Rite will begin.  It consists of numerous parts, some 

which are optional, others not. 

I. The Consent:  The priest or deacon will ask you individually questions as to your intentions to marry.  The 

questions speak to your willingness to do so freely of your own will with the intention of loving and serving 

one another for the remainder of your lives and being open to the transmission of human life.  This is not 

optional. 

II.  The Vows:  The rite has two separate formats that you may choose from for your vows.  The first is in the   

format of statements, while the other is done through questions and answers.   Within each of these formats 

are two options.  These multiple options in wording provide you and your fiancé with the opportunity to 

choose the one that speaks to your hearts.  The Church does not permit couples to write their own vows, so 
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you need to make a choice from these options.  While this may seen as stifling creativity or restrictive, rea-

sons exist for this decision.  The liturgies of the Church transcend cultures; throughout the world, they re-

main the same in everything except language.  This “sameness” expresses the unity of  faith within the Body 

of Christ which is the Church (Catechism of the Catholic Church,813, 815).  When you speak the vows of 

the Church, you are  acknowledging that the two of you are part of something larger.  You are united not on-

ly with one another but with the whole Body of Christ, the Church. 

The Catechism notes that the mutual consent of the bride and groom bring the grace of the sacrament to fruition 

(1623, 1626, 1639-1640).  The words spoken are meant to reflect the sacredness of the moment, which the 

Church ensures by providing the wording for the vows.  According to canon law, consent  is the key to a mar-

riage.  Therefore, the words spoken must be clear that the couple has given mutual consent to marry one anoth-

er.  The vows cannot contain any wording that might be interpreted as placing conditions or limits on the mar-

riage; this would call into question the validity of the marriage (Code of Canon Law 1101 - 1102, 1107; al-

so 1119).  The vows found in the marriage rite are clear that you both wish to enter into this marriage and are 

doing so of your own will with the intention of being together for life. 

The following formats are your options:  

Form A-Option 1:    

After being invited by the priest or deacon , you and your spouse-to-be will join hands and say:   

Bridegroom:  I,  Name, take you, Name to be my wife.  I promise to be faithful to you, in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, to love you and honor you all the days of my life. 

Bride:  I,  Name, take you, Name to be my husband.  I promise to be faithful to you, in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, to love you and honor you all the days of my life. 

OR	

Form A-Option 2:   

Bridegroom:  I,  Name, take you, Name  for my  lawful wife, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for bet-

ter, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until death do us part. 

Bride:  I,  Name, take you, Name for my lawful husband, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for  better, 

for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until death do us part.  Form B 

provides options for vows to be recited in a question and answer format.  With this format, the minister would 

be asking your vows in a question, and you and your fiancé  consent to them by responding “I Do.”  This may be 

the choice you want to make if you are worried about memorizing and forgetting something.  After being invited 

by the priest or deacon , you and your spouse to be will join hands and say “I do” when prompted individually. 
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The following provide you with your options:    

Form B-Option 1:   

Addressed to the Bridegroom:  Name, do you take, Name to be your wife?  

Do you promise to be faithful to her in good times and in bad, in sickness 

and in health, to love her and to honor her all the days of your life?   

Bridegroom:  “I do.”  

Addressed to the Bride:  Name, do you take, Name to be your husband?  Do you promise to be faithful to him 

in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, to love him and to honor him all the days of your life?   

Bride:  “I do.” 

OR 

Form B-Option 2:   

Addressed to the Bridegroom:  Name,  do you take Name for your lawful wife, to have and to hold, from this 

day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until 

death do you part?   

Bridegroom:  “I do.” 

Addressed to the Bride:  Name, do you take Name for your lawful husband, to have and to hold, from this day 

forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until death 

do you part?   

Bride:  “I do.” 

III.   The Reception of the Consent:   

After both of you profess your vows, the priest or deacon will receive them and acclaim you married.  There are 

two options he may choose from, and then he will present you to the community and invite all present to praise 

God by saying, “Let us bless the Lord,” with all replying, “Thanks be to God.”  If you wish, you may have anoth-

er acclamation said or sung at this time. 

IV.  Blessing & Giving of Rings: 

Again, you have choices as to which blessing you would like the priest or deacon  to pray over your wedding 

rings.  Traditionally, he will invoke one of these blessings on the rings, he may sprinkle them with holy water, 

and then invite each one of you to place the ring on your spouse’s finger.  

Option A (66):   

“May the Lord bless + these rings, which you will give to one another as a sign of fidelity and love.” 

Response:  Amen 
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Option B (194):   

“Bless, O Lord, these rings, which we bless + in your name, so that those who wear them may remain entirely 

faithful to each other, abide in peace and in your will, and live always in mutual charity.  Through Christ our 

Lord.” 

Response:  Amen 

Option C (195):    

“Bless + and sanctify your servants in their love, O Lord, and let these rings, a sign of their faithfulness, remind 

them of their love for one another.  Through Christ our Lord.” 

Response:  Amen 

First the husband, then the wife, will each place the ring on each other’s finger while saying the following : 

“Name, receive this ring as a sign of my love and  fidelity.   

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

V.  The Blessing & Giving of the Arras:   

The blessing and the giving of the arras is a cultural adaptation that has 

been added to the Rite that is based in Filipino/Latino culture.  It is 

OPTIONAL, and should be used only if it has meaning to the couple.  

The arras are 13 coins which are presented in an ornate case.  They 

are blessed by the priest or deacon and then handed to the husband, 

who presents them to his wife saying: “Name, receive these arras as a 

pledge of God’s blessing and a sign of the good gifts we will share.”  In 

turn she gives them back to him and says the same thing.  He takes 

them and places them in a case.  The number of coins signifies Christ and his disciples.  They represent the 

groom's promise to provide for his family and the bride's trust in his ability to do so.  

VI.  The Hymn or the Canticle of Praise: 

You can choose to have a hymn or Canticle of Praise sung after the last ritual in which you will participate in the 

marriage rite (either the blessing and giving of the rings or the blessing and giving of the arras).  This should be 

done in consultation with the Music Director at your parish. 

VII.  Universal Prayer: 

The Universal Prayer is also known as the “Prayers of the Faithful” or “Petitions.”  The prayers petition God to 

watch over and care for the Church, our country and communities, the sick and deceased.  They also can be  

specialized to address specific needs or events (such as praying for the newly married couple).  It is most appro-
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priate to add prayers in remembrance of those family members or friends who cannot be at the wedding due to 

sickness or death.  The Order for Celebrating Matrimony  includes templates of prayers.  You can find one of 

these examples as well as prayers written by our office in Appendix E.  Should you decide to write your own in-

tentions, you will want to follow the examples found in that appendix and have the final version reviewed by your 

priest or deacon for their approval and feedback.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer, the “Our Father” is said at this time.  It is the prayer Jesus gave his disciples, and is common 

throughout Christianity. You may choose to chant it, or use a musical format of it.  If you choose to do the latter, 

you will wish to work with the Music Director at your parish. 

The Blessing & the Placing of the Lazo and/or Veil 

The blessing and the placing of the lazo and/or veil is a cultural ad-

aptation that has been added to the rite that is based in Filipino/

Latino culture.  It is OPTIONAL and should be used only if it has 

meaning to the couple.  The lazo is a cord traditionally formed into 

a figure of eight shape (it is often two rosaries placed together) which 

are placed around the neck areas of the bride and the groom prior to the Nuptial Blessing.  This cord symboliz-

es lifetime unity and the everlasting union of the bride and groom.  It also is a symbol of marital protection; the 

loops formed are a sign of the couple’s love for one another.  

The veil is a separate object from the bridal veil which is placed on the head of the bride and the shoulders of 

the groom and it symbolizes God’s protective mantle over them.  This ritual is done prior to the Nuptial Bless-

ing. 

The Nuptial Blessing 

There are three forms for the nuptial blessing, which is a special blessing over you and your spouse.  Again, this 

is a place where the two of you can choose the one that speaks to your heart and would be your way of asking 

God to bless this start of your new life together.  The text for the various options which you may choose from are 

on pages 16-18 in this book.  You will want to look them over and discuss which one you would like when you 

work on your planning form with the priest or deacon assisting you. 

 Closing Hymn/Recessional 

The final choice you will need to make for your wedding liturgy is the closing music at the end of the service 

when you, your wedding party, and the priest or deacon process out of the church.  It is often recommended that 

couples choose instrumental music, but many wish to choose something joyous to sing.  Again, this is something 

to look at with the Music Director. 
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Rite 2B:  The Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass with Holy Communion 

 

 

 

 

Rite 2B provides for the inclusion of a Communion Service to rite 2.   Utilizing this rite in our Diocese would be 

rare, but should your situation call for it, it will include additional considerations to attend to in the planning of 

your wedding liturgy.  The planning form which will assist you is the second one (2B) which you can find in Ap-

pendix B.  

Communion is distributed from the parish’s tabernacle (as the Eucharist is only consecrated during Mass), and 

will only consist of receiving the Body of Christ, not the Blood.  There are some considerations that you will 

need to determine with the deacon (or priest) presiding at your wedding liturgy.  The most important decision 

you will need to discern is to whom Holy Communion will be given?  Will it be just the bride or groom?  Mem-

bers of the wedding party or the entire congregation?  If you and your celebrant determine to include a  larger 

number of communicants, you will need to ensure that there are enough ministers to assist with the distribution 

of Communion (clergy or Extra-ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist-see page 7).  Additionally, the priest or dea-

con presiding at your wedding liturgy will need to ensure that there are enough consecrated hosts available in the 

tabernacle for everyone.  You will need to discuss the inclusion of hymns during the Communion Rite with the 

Director of Music. 

The primary concern of utilizing this form is exclusion and special attention needs to occur so that the wedding 

liturgy will not foster disunity and ill will between the couple and their families and friends.  It is a sad reality that 

the division and difference in understanding of the what the Eucharist is prohibits non-Catholics from receiving 

Holy Communion in a Catholic liturgy.  When a Catholic receives Holy Communion, s/he says “Amen” - “I be-

lieve.”  That belief has a dualistic meaning:  “Yes, I do believe that this is truly the Body and Blood of Jesus, 

body, soul and divinity” and “Yes, I believe in the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.”  Members of the 

wedding party and guests that are not Catholic cannot say that in truth.  This can be a very sensitive topic which 

can encourage feelings of isolation and separateness instead of bringing everyone together.  It is important to  

address this concern in your wedding’s worship aide.  To assist you in this matter, we have included guidelines 

from the Catholic Bishops in the United States in Appendix G. 
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Rite 3: The Order of Celebrating Matrimony between a Catholic and  
a Catechumen or Non-Christian 

	
When a Catholic marries an unbaptized person (a Catechu-

men or Non-Christian), the third rite is used.  This rite has 

greater pastoral sensitivity towards the unbaptized person 

and is meant to foster unity between the couple as well as 

their families.  It is also much shorter and simpler than the 

other two rites and allows for the participation of the non-

Catholic person’s religious leader in the rite.  You can find 

the planning form for this rite in Appendix C. 

The rite “takes place in a church or in another suitable place 

(OCM, #118).”  As a member of the Church, the individual 

who is Catholic is bound to the laws of the Church (canon 

law), in order to remain in good standing with the Church and be able to receive the Sacraments, will need to 

work closely with the priest or deacon assisting them with their  wedding to ensure everything is done in accord 

with the law.  This is to assure the marriage’s validity.  If you and your fiancée discern that you wish to hold your 

wedding outside of a church venue, you will need to speak with  your priest or deacon.  He will apply for the 

necessary permission on your behalf.  This permission can only be given by the Bishop of Columbus within our 

diocese; in it he grants the Catholic person permission to hold their wedding in another venue besides a church.  

The Church also maintains that in order for the marriage to be valid, a Catholic minister must receive the con-

sent and vows of the couple.  While your fiancée’s religious leader can participate in the wedding, both Church 

and State legislate that one person officially witnesses your marriage and receives your consent and vows.  Since 

you are choosing the Catholic rite, it is logical that the Catholic minister do so.  Your fiancé’s religious leader 

may proclaim a scripture reading, give an exhortation or pray a blessing; his or her role should be discussed with 

your priest or deacon.  Remember they cannot “co-officiate” or celebrate the wedding ritual of their faith at the 

wedding.  In rare circumstances, it may be determined that your fiancée’s religious leader be the one to receive 

your consent and vows.  If you choose to do this, the priest or deacon working with you will need to apply for a 

dispensation from canonical form.  This dispensation is necessary for the Catholic individual’s standing with the 

Church and their ability to receive the Sacraments (such as Holy Communion). 

A marriage using this particular rite is valid but not a Sacrament.  (See explanation of this in Appendix F.)  How-

ever, if the non-baptized spouse chooses to convert and be baptized once married, the marriage would automati-

cally be considered a Sacrament. 
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Planning the Wedding Liturgy 

Due to pastoral concerns about inclusion and sensitivity for your fiancé who is unbaptized, this rite may take 

place in another setting besides a church.  As stated earlier, your priest or deacon can assist you with obtaining all 

of the necessary dispensations and/or permissions from the bishop.  If this is granted, many of the restrictions 

and considerations that occur with a church wedding will not be a factor for you.  You must be in constant dia-

logue and honest with the Catholic minister about your specific needs and concerns related to the environment 

of your wedding, the inclusion of other religious leaders, and other things that may surface throughout the plan-

ning of your wedding.  It is important to remember that the wedding will be held in accord with the Catholic rite, 

so any additions need to be in accord with Catholic theology; additional rituals should complement  and not con-

tradict.  

Structure of the Rite 

One of the first things you will want to consider is music.  Because you may not be in a church, this may be a bit 

more challenging.  You will need to determine what music will be appropriate given the setting and the reality of 

one person being Christian, while the other is not.  It is important to remember that the rites do not allow for 

secular music in any form.  You may wish to speak to the Director of Music at the parish you attend and the 

house of worship that your fiancée attends to determine what sacred music would be appropriate.  

 
Greeting of the Bridal Party 

The wedding liturgy begins when the celebrant greets the bridal party.  Within this rite, you have two options to 

choose from.  The first option takes place after the completion of the wedding procession when the couple 

comes to the front of the church or other venue (think “regular wedding procession”).  The second option has 

the celebrant greet the members of the bridal party at the door of the venue.  He would then be a part of your 

wedding procession afterwards.   

 
Liturgy of the Word 

Sacred scripture is an important part of the Marriage rite for it serves as a means of God’s revelation to humanity 

and manifests Christ’s presence. Choosing the scripture texts to be read during your wedding  is important for 

they speak to “the importance of Christian marriage in the history of salvation and the responsibilities and duties 

of marriage to be attended to for the sanctification of the spouses and of their children.” (OCM #35)  Personally, 

the words should speak to your hearts and serve as an inspiration for the foundation of your marriage.  Choose a 

text that you can go back to when you need a reminder of the promises you made on your wedding day. In Ap-

pendix D you will find the texts that have been chosen from the Lectionary for the Order of Celebrating Matri-

mony, some of those texts have a star by them.  These passages speak explicitly about marriage.  As you choose 

the Scripture passages that will be proclaimed you must choose one that has a star next to it (OCM #55).   In this 
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rite you may choose up to two readings.  You will want to ask someone from your families and/or friends who 

would be comfortable to serve as a reader for your wedding liturgy.  The person chosen does not need to be 

Catholic, but he or she should be a person of faith who is comfortable with public speaking, and able to read 

well.  That individual can assist with reading the petitions from the Universal Prayer (Prayers of the Faithful) or 

you may choose someone else. 

	
The Celebration of Matrimony: 

After	the	minister	preaches	the	homily	(sermon),	the	

Marriage	Rite	which	consists	of	numerous	parts	begins.			

I. The Consent:  The priest or deacon will ask you individu-

ally questions as to your intentions to marry.  The questions 

speak to your willingness to do so  freely of your own will with 

the intention of loving and serving one another for the re-

mainder of your lives and being open to the transmission of human life.  This is not optional. 

II.  The Vows:  The rite has two separate formats that you may choose from for your vows.  The first is in the   

format of statements, while the other is done through questions and answers.  Within each of these formats 

are two options.  These multiple options in wording provide you and your fiancée with the opportunity to 

choose the one that speaks to your hearts.  The Church does not permit couples to write their own vows, so 

you need to make a choice from these options.  While this may seem as stifling creativity or restrictive, rea-

sons exist for this decision.  The liturgies of the Church transcend cultures; throughout the world, they re-

main the same in everything except language.  This “sameness” expresses the unity of  faith within the Body 

of Christ which is the Church (Catechism of the Catholic Church,813, 815).  When you speak the vows of 

the Church, you are  acknowledging that the two of you are part of something larger.  You are united not on-

ly with one another, but with the whole Body of Christ, the Church. 

The Catechism notes that the mutual consent of the bride and groom bring the grace of marriage to fruition 

(1623, 1626, 1639-1640).  The words spoken are meant to reflect the sacredness of the moment, which the 

Church ensures by providing the wording for the vows.  According to canon law, consent is the key to a mar-

riage.  Therefore, the words spoken must be clear that the couple has given mutual consent to marry one an-

other.  The vows cannot contain any wording that might be interpreted as placing conditions or limits on the 

marriage, for this would question the validity of the marriage (Code of Canon Law 1101 - 1102, 1107; al-

so 1119).  The vows found in the marriage rite are clear that you both wish to enter into this marriage and are 

doing so of your own will with the intention of being together for life. 
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The following formats are your options:  

Form A-Option 1:    

After being invited by the Catholic minister, you and your spouse-to-be will join hands and say:   

Bridegroom:  I,  Name, take you, Name to be my wife.  I promise to be faithful to you, in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, to love you and honor you all the days of my life. 

Bride:  I,  Name, take you, Name to be my husband.  I promise to be faithful to you, in good times and in bad, 

in sickness and in health, to love you and honor you all the days of my life. 

OR	

Form A-Option 2:   

Bridegroom:  I,  Name, take you, Name  for my  lawful wife, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for bet-

ter, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until death do us part. 

Bride:  I,  Name, take you, Name for my  lawful husband, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for  better, 

for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until death do us part. 

 

Form B provides options for vows to be recited in a question and answer format.  With this format, the minister 

would be asking your vows in a question, and you and your fiancé  consent to them by responding “I Do.”  This 

may be the choice you want to make if you are worried about memorizing and forgetting something.  After being 

invited by the priest or deacon, you and your spouse to be will join hands and say “I do” when prompted individ-

ually. 

The following provide you with your options:    

Form B-Option 1:   

Addressed to the Bridegroom:  Name,  do you take, Name to be your wife?  Do you promise to be faithful to 

her in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, to love her and to honor her all the days of your life?   

Bridegroom:  “I do!”  

Addressed to the Bride:  Name, do you take, Name to be your husband?  Do you promise to be faithful to him 

in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, to love him and to honor him all the days of your life?   

Bride:  “I do!” 

OR 

Form B-Option 2:   

Addressed to the Bridegroom:  Name,  do you take Name for your lawful wife, to have and to hold, from this 

day forward, for  better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until 
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death do you part?   

Bridegroom:  “I do!” 

Addressed to the Bride:  Name,  do you take Name for your lawful husband, to have and to hold, from this day 

forward, for  better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until death 

do you part?   

Bride:  “I do!” 

III.  The Reception of the Consent:  After you both profess your vows, the presiding minister will receive them 

and acclaim you married.  The rite provides two options of wording which he may choose from; he will then 

present you to the community as a married couple and invite all present to praise God by saying, “Let us 

bless the Lord.”  Their reply will be, “Thanks be to God.”  You may also choose to have another acclama-

tion said or sung at this time. 

IV.  The Blessing and Giving of Rings:  The blessing and giving of rings is optional in this rite.  Should you                    

and your partner choose to do this, you can find information on this on pages 12-13 in this book. 

V. The Blessing & Giving of the Arras:   

The blessing and the giving of the arras is a cultural adaptation that has been added to the Rite that is based 

in Filipino/Latino culture.  It is OPTIONAL, and should be used only if it has meaning to the couple.  The 

arras are 13 coins which are presented in an ornate case.  They are blessed by the priest or deacon, and then 

handed to the husband , who presents them to his wife saying: “Name, receive these arras as a pledge of 

God’s blessing and a sign of the good gifts we will share.”  In turn she gives them back to him, and says the 

same thing.  He takes them and places them in a case.  The number of coins signifies Christ and his disci-

ples.  They represent the groom's promise to provide for his family and the bride's trust in his ability to do 

so.  This may be a good place to add any different religious and/or cultural rituals that you would wish to in-

corporate from your spouse’s tradition. 

VI.  The Hymn or the Canticle of Praise: 

You can choose to have a hymn or Canticle of Praise sung after the last ritual in the marriage ceremony 

(either the blessing and giving of the rings or the blessing and giving of the arras).  The music chosen should 

carry a joyful tone. 

VII.  Universal Prayer: 

The Universal Prayer is also known as the “Prayers of the Faithful” or “Petitions.”  The prayers petition God 

to watch over and care for the Church, our country and communities, the sick, and deceased.  They also can 

be specialized to address special needs or events (such as praying for the newly married couple).  It is most 

appropriate to add prayers in remembrance of those family members or friends who cannot be at the wed-
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ding due to sickness or death.  The Order for Celebrating Matrimony  includes templets for prayers.  You 

can find one of these examples as well as prayers written by our office in Appendix E.  Should you decide to 

write your own intentions, you will want to follow the examples found in that appendix and show the final 

product to the priest or deacon for their review and feedback.  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Members of the Christian faith will be invited to pray the Lord’s Prayer, or “Our Father” at this time.  It is the 

prayer Jesus gave his disciples and is common throughout Christianity.  You may choose to chant it or use a mu-

sical format of it if you wish.  

VII.  The Blessing & the Placing of the Lazo and/or Veil: 

The blessing and the placing of the lazo and/or veil is a cultural adaptation that 

has been added to the rite that is based in Filipino/Latino culture.  It is OP-

TIONAL and should be used only if it has meaning to the couple.  The lazo is a 

cord traditionally formed into a figure-eight shape (it is often two rosaries placed 

together) which are placed around the neck areas of the bride and the groom pri-

or to the Nuptial Blessing. This cord symbolizes lifetime unity and the everlasting 

union of the bride and groom.  It also is a symbol of marital protection;  the 

loops formed are a sign of their love for one another.  

The veil is a separate entity from the bridal veil which is placed on the head of the bride and the shoulders 

of the groom and it symbolizes God’s protective mantle over them.  Again, this ritual is done prior to the 

Nuptial Blessing. 

The Nuptial Blessing 

As a rule, the nuptial blessing is prayed over the bride and groom, asking God to bless them and the start of their 

new life together.  Special circumstances allow for this to be omitted in this rite and in lieu of this a “general 

blessing” can be done instead.  The nuptial blessing should be done by the Catholic minister.  You will want to 

discuss which blessing would be a better fit for your circumstances when you work on your planning form with 

the priest or deacon assisting you. 

The Final Blessing 

The final blessing is given by the Catholic minister, and it is done in the formal Trinitarian formula of blessing all 

present “In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” 

Closing Hymn/Recessional 

The final choice you will need to make for your wedding liturgy is the closing music at the end of the service.  
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Appendix A:  Rite 1 Planning Form 



Wedding Planning Form:  Rite 1 
The Order of Celebrating Matrimony within Mass in the Diocese of Columbus 

Couple Information  

Full name of bride  

Telephone number  

Address  
 
 
 

Email  

Religion  

If Catholic, has individual received all 
the Sacraments of Initiation? 

Yes 
No 

Names and address(es) of parents (If 
applicable) 

 
 
 
 
 

Full name of groom  

Telephone number  

Address  
 
 
 

Email  

Religion  

If Catholic, has individual received all 
the Sacraments of Initiation? 

Yes 
No 

Names and address(es) of parents  
 
 
 

Wedding Information  

Date of wedding  

Time of wedding   
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Contact person for church  

Phone number of contact person  

Email of contact person  

Main celebrant   

Assisting clergy   
 

Name of person preparing couple  

Liturgical Season/Color  

Name of Maid/Matron of Honor  

Name of Best Man  

Number of attendants in wedding 
party 

 

Is there a wedding planner? Yes (fill out information below) 
No  

Name and address of wedding 
planner 

 
 
 
 

Wedding planner’s email  

Wedding planner’s phone number  

Will s/he be handling the details for the 
environment? 

Yes 
No (if no, who will be?) 

 Name  

Contact information for person 
attending to wedding environment (if 

not wedding planner noted above) 

 
 
 
 

Name of photographer  

Name & address of florist  
 
 
 

What time will florist be arriving?  

Plans for placement of flowers, 
candles, etc. 
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 Name of person(s) responsible to 
remove wedding decorations 

 
 

Additional notes and/or special 
requests 

 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Ministers  

Names of altar servers (a minimum of 3 
is recommended) 

 
 
 

 

Names of Extra-ordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Name of Lectors (2 are 
recommended) 

 
 
 

Name of person leading the Universal 
Prayer (deacon if present) 

 

Gift bearers (2 minimum for the 
presentation of the bread and wine) 

 
 
 
 

Names of Hospitality ministers/ushers  
 
 
 
 

Name of Organist/Keyboardist  

Name of Cantor  

Other musical instruments to be used? Yes (if yes, please note below) 
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No 

Names of musicians and instrument 
played 

 
 
 
 

 

The Wedding Liturgy  

Prelude music (title & composer)  
 

 

I.  The Introductory Rites  

Entrance procession music (title & 
composer) 

 
 
 

Entrance procession First form (liturgical procession) 
 
Second form (standard wedding procession-priest 
in sanctuary) 

Opening Hymn (title & composer) 
 
 

 

Sign of the Cross Presider 

Greeting of the people Presider 

Greeting of the bridal party OCM 52 
 
OCM 53 

Gloria  Sung 
Composer/Setting 
 
Recited 
 

Collect (from Ritual Mass:  For the 
Celebration of Marriage or Mass of the 

day) 

Presider 
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II. Liturgy of the Word *At least one reading that explicitly speaks of 
marriage must be chosen. 

First Reading  

Lector  

Responsorial Psalm (Number & 
Composer) 

 
 
 
 

Cantor  

Second Reading   

Lector  

Gospel Acclamation 
(Setting/Composer) 

 
 

 

Gospel  

Proclaimed by Priest/deacon 

Homilist  

III. The Celebration of Matrimony  

Address to the couple 59 OCM-celebrant 

Questions before the consent 60 OCM-celebrant 

The consent 62 OCM  
#A              #B 
 
63 OCM 
 #A              #B 
 

The reception of the consent 64 OCM  
 #A             #B 

Acclamation 63 OCM  
 

 Spoken                       Sung 

The blessing & giving of rings  66 OCM                                      195 OCM 
 
194 OCM 
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The blessing and giving of the arras 
(optional) 

Yes 
 
No 

Hymn or Canticle of Praise (optional) Yes (if yes,  note title & composer below) 
 
 
No 

The Universal Prayer 216 OCM 
 
217 OCM 
 
Self-composed 

Led by  

Profession of Faith Prescribed by the day 
 
Omitted 

IV. Liturgy of the Eucharist  

Presentation of the Bread and Wine by 
gift bearers 

 

Offertory Hymn (Title & composer)  
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer EP 1 
 
EP 2 
 
EP 3 

Preface Mass of the day 
 
Ritual Mass                               

Holy, Holy, Holy Sung 
Setting/Composer 
 
 
Recited  

Mystery of Faith  
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(Note the one chosen & 
setting/composer) 

 
 

Great Amen (setting/composer)  
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

Recited 
Sung 
Setting/Composer if sung 
 

 

The blessing & placing of the lazo 
and/or veil (optional) 

Yes 
No 

V.  The Nuptial Blessing  

Introduction to the Blessing OCM 73 
 
OCM 104 
 
OCM 206 
 
OCM 208 

Silent Prayer Led by celebrant 

Prayer of Blessing OCM 74 
 
OCM 207 
 
OCM 209 

Lamb of God Sung 
If sung, setting & composer 
 
 
Recited 

Communion hymns (titles, composers)  
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Prayer after Communion Ritual Mass 
 
Mass of the day 

VI. The Conclusion of the Celebration  

Solemn Blessing OCM 77 
 
OCM 214 
 
OCM 215 

Recessional Instrumental 
Song (note title/composer below) 
 

 

Additional Notes/Concerns  
 
 
 

   

Signature   Date 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Diocese of Columbus, Office for Divine Worship 

2018 
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Appendix B: Rite 2 & 2B Planning Forms 



Wedding Planning Form:  Rite 2 
The Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass in the Diocese of Columbus 

Couple Information  

Full name of bride  

Telephone number  

Address  
 
 
 

Email  

Religion  

If Catholic, has individual received all 
the Sacraments of Initiation? 

Yes 
No 

Names and address(es) of parents  
 
 
 
 

Full name of groom  

Telephone number  

Address  
 
 
 

Email  

Religion  

If Catholic, has individual received all 
the Sacraments of Initiation? 

Yes 
No 

Names and address(es) of parents  
 
 
 

Wedding Information  

Date of wedding  

Time of wedding   
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Contact person for church  

Phone number of contact person  

Email of contact person  

Main celebrant   

Assisting clergy   
 

Liturgical Season/Color  

Name of Maid/Matron of Honor  

Name of Best Man  

Number of attendants in wedding 
party 

 

Is there a wedding planner? Yes (fill out information below) 
No  

Name and address of wedding 
planner 

 
 
 
 

Wedding planner’s email  

Wedding planner’s phone number  

Will s/he be handling the details for the 
environment? 

Yes 
No (if no, who will be?) 

 Name  

Contact information for person 
attending to wedding environment (if 

not wedding planner noted above) 

 
 
 
 

Name of photographer  

Name & address of florist  
 
 
 

What time will florist be arriving?  

Plans for placement of flowers, 
candles, etc. 
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 Name of person(s) responsible to 
remove wedding decorations 

 
 

Additional notes &/or special requests  
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Ministers  

Names of altar servers (discuss if 
needed with presider) 

 

 

Name of Lectors (need 2)  
 
 

Name of person leading the  
Universal Prayer  

 

Names of Hospitality ministers/ushers  
 
 
 
 

Name of Organist/Keyboardist  

Name of Cantor  

Other musical instruments to be used? Yes (if yes, please note below) 
 
 
No 

Names of musicians and instrument 
played 

 
 
 
 

 

The Wedding Liturgy  

Prelude music (title & composer)  
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I.  The Introductory Rites  

Entrance procession music (title & 
composer) 

 
 
 

Entrance procession First form (liturgical procession) 
 
Second form (standard wedding procession-priest 
in sanctuary) 

Opening Hymn (title & composer) 
 
 

 

Sign of the Cross Presider 

Greeting of the people Presider 

Greeting of the bridal party OCM 87 
 
OCM 88 

Collect  OCM 89                                      OCM 191 
 
OCM 188                                     OCM 192 
 
OCM 189                                     OCM 193 

II. Liturgy of the Word *At least one reading that explicitly speaks of 
marriage must be chosen. 

First Reading  

Lector  

Responsorial Psalm (Number & 
Composer) 

 
 
 

Cantor  

Second Reading   

Lector  

Gospel Acclamation 
(Setting/Composer) 

 

 

Gospel  

Proclaimed by Priest/deacon 
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Homilist  

III. The Celebration of Matrimony  

Address to the couple 93 OCM-celebrant 

Questions before the consent 94 OCM-celebrant 

The consent 96 OCM  
#A              #B 
 
97 OCM 
 #A              #B 
 

The reception of the consent 98 OCM  
 #A             #B 

Acclamation 99 OCM  
 

 Spoken                       Sung 

The blessing & giving of rings  100 OCM 
 
194 OCM 
 
195 OCM 

The blessing and giving of the arras 
(optional) 

Yes 
 
No 

Hymn or Canticle of Praise (optional) Yes (if yes,  note title & composer below) 
 
 
No 

The Universal Prayer 216 OCM 
 
217 OCM 
 
Self-composed 

Led by  

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

Recited 
 
Sung 
Setting/Composer if sung 
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The blessing & placing of the lazo 
and/or veil (optional) 

Yes 
No 

V.  The Nuptial Blessing 

Introduction to the Blessing OCM 73 

OCM 104 

OCM 206 

Silent Prayer Led by celebrant 

Prayer of Blessing OCM 105 

OCM 207 

OCM 209 

VI. The Conclusion of the Celebration

Blessing OCM 106 

Recessional Instrumental 
Song (note title/composer below) 

Signing of the Marriage Record (if 
applicable in the county of marriage) 

Additional Notes/Concerns 

Signature Date 

Catholic Diocese of Columbus, Office for Divine Worship 

2018 



Wedding Planning Form:  Rite 2B 
The Order of Celebrating Matrimony without Mass with the Distribution of Holy 

Communion in the Diocese of Columbus 

Couple Information  

Full name of bride  

Telephone number  

Address  
 
 
 

Email  

Religion  

If Catholic, has individual received all 
the Sacraments of Initiation? 

Yes 
No 

Names and address(es) of parents  
 
 
 
 

Full name of groom  

Telephone number  

Address  
 
 
 

Email  

Religion  

If Catholic, has individual received all 
the Sacraments of Initiation? 

Yes 
No 

Names and address(es) of parents  
 
 
 

Wedding Information  

Date of wedding  
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Time of wedding   

Contact person for church  

Phone number of contact person  

Email of contact person  

Main celebrant   

Assisting clergy   
 

Liturgical Season/Color  

Name of Maid/Matron of Honor  

Name of Best Man  

Number of attendants in wedding 
party 

 

Is there a wedding planner? Yes (fill out information below) 
No  

Name and address of wedding 
planner 

 
 
 
 

Wedding planner’s email  

Wedding planner’s phone number  

Will s/he be handling the details for the 
environment? 

Yes 
No (if no, who will be?) 

 Name  

Contact information for person 
attending to wedding environment (if 

not wedding planner noted above) 

 
 
 
 

Name of photographer  

Name & address of florist  
 
 
 

What time will florist be arriving?  

Plans for placement of flowers, 
candles, etc. 
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 Name of person(s) responsible to 
remove wedding decorations 

 
 

Additional notes &/or special requests  
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Ministers  

Names of altar servers (discuss need 
with presider) 

 
 
 

 

Name of Lectors (need 2)  
 
 

Name of Extra-ordinary Ministers of the 
Eucharist 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Name of person leading the 
 Universal Prayer  

 

Names of Hospitality ministers/ushers  
 
 
 
 

Name of Organist/Keyboardist  

Name of Cantor  

Other musical instruments to be used? Yes (if yes, please note below) 
 
 
No 
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Names of musicians and instrument 
played 

 
 
 
 

 

The Wedding Liturgy  

Prelude music (title & composer)  
 

 

I.  The Introductory Rites  

Entrance procession music (title & 
composer) 

 
 
 

Entrance procession First form (liturgical procession) 
 
Second form (standard wedding procession-priest 
in sanctuary) 

Opening Hymn (title & composer) 
 
 

 

Sign of the Cross Presider 

Greeting of the people Presider 

Greeting of the bridal party OCM 87 
 
OCM 88 

Collect  OCM 89                                      OCM 191 
 
OCM 188                                     OCM 192 
 
OCM 189                                     OCM 193 

II. Liturgy of the Word *At least one reading that explicitly speaks of 
marriage must be chosen. 

First Reading  

Lector  

Responsorial Psalm (Number & 
Composer) 
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Cantor  

Second Reading   

Lector  

Gospel Acclamation 
(Setting/Composer) 

 
 

 

Gospel  

Proclaimed by Priest/deacon 

Homilist  

III. The Celebration of Matrimony  

Address to the couple 93 OCM-celebrant 

Questions before the consent 94 OCM-celebrant 

The consent 96 OCM  
#A              #B 
 
97 OCM 
 #A              #B 
 

The reception of the consent 98 OCM  
 #A             #B 

Acclamation 99 OCM  
 

 Spoken                       Sung 

The blessing & giving of rings  100 OCM 
 
194 OCM 
 
195 OCM 

The blessing and giving of the arras 
(optional) 

Yes 
 
No 

Hymn or Canticle of Praise (optional) Yes (if yes,  note title & composer below) 
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No 

The Universal Prayer 216 OCM 
 
217 OCM 
 
Self-composed 

Led by  

  

The blessing & placing of the lazo 
and/or veil (optional) 

Yes 
No 

V.  The Nuptial Blessing  

Introduction to the Blessing OCM 73 
 
OCM 104 
 
OCM 206 

 

Silent Prayer Led by celebrant 

Prayer of Blessing OCM 105 
 
OCM 207 
 
OCM 209 

VI. The Distribution of Holy Communion  

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

Recited 
 
Sung 
Setting/Composer if sung 
 

 

Sign of Peace  

Invitation to Communion “Behold the Lamb of God…” OCM 111 

Communion Hymn  
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After Communion Silence 
Psalm or Canticle of Praise 
Title/Composer 

After Communion Prayer OCM 115 

Blessing OCM 106          OCM 214 

OCM 213          OCM 215 

Recessional Instrumental 
Song (note title/composer below) 

Signing of the Marriage Record (if 
applicable in the county of marriage) 

Additional Notes/Concerns 

Signature Date 

Catholic Diocese of Columbus, Office for Divine Worship 

2018 
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Appendix C:  Rite 3 Planning Form 



Wedding Planning Form:  Rite 3 
The Order of Celebrating Matrimony between a Catholic & a Catechumen or  

Non-Christian in the Diocese of Columbus 

Couple Information  

Full name of bride  

Telephone number  

Address  
 
 
 

Email  

Religion  

If Catholic, has individual received all 
the Sacraments of Initiation? 

Yes 
No 

Names and address (es) of parents (if 
applicable) 

 
 
 
 
 

Full name of groom  

Telephone number  

Address  
 
 
 

Email  

Religion  

If Catholic, has individual received all 
the Sacraments of Initiation? 

Yes 
No 

Names and address (es) of parents (If 
applicable) 

 
 
 
 

Wedding Information  

Date of wedding  

Time of wedding   
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Venue for wedding  

Address of venue  
 
 

Contact person for venue  

Phone number of contact person  

Email of contact person  

Main celebrant (must be Catholic)   

Assisting Clergy (not able to receive 
consent of marriage or do nuptial 

blessing) 

 

Religion of assisting clergy  

Name of individual preparing couple  

Name of Maid/Matron of Honor  

Name of Best Man  

Number of attendants in wedding 
party 

 

Is there a wedding planner? Yes (fill out information below) 
No  

Name and address of wedding 
planner 

 
 
 
 

Wedding planner’s email  

Wedding planner’s phone number  

Will s/he be handling the details for the 
environment? 

Yes 
No (if no, who will be?) 

 Name  

Contact information for person 
attending to wedding environment (if 

not wedding planner noted above) 

 
 
 
 

Name of photographer  

Name & address of florist  
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What time will florist be arriving?  

Plans for placement of flowers, 
candles, etc. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Name of person(s) responsible to 
remove wedding decorations 

 
 
 

Name of musician(s) & musical 
instrument played 

 
 
 
 
 

Name of cantor (person assisting with 
singing) 

 

Additional notes &/or special requests  
 
 
 
 

The Wedding Liturgy  

I.  The Rite of Reception  

Prelude music (title & composer)  
 
 

Greeting of the bridal party At the entrance 
At their place 

Entrance procession music (title & 
composer) 

 
 

Introduction 120 OCM 

II. Liturgy of the Word *At least one reading that explicitly speaks of marriage 
must be chosen. 

First Reading  

Lector  
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Second Reading (optional)  

Lector  

Homilist  

III. The Celebration of Matrimony  

Address to the couple Catholic celebrant-124 OCM 

Questions before the consent Catholic celebrant-125 OCM 

The consent 127 OCM #1              #2 
 
128 OCM #1              #2 
 

The reception of the consent 129 OCM  #1             #2 
 

Acclamation 130 OCM  
 Spoken                       Sung 

The blessing & giving of rings (may be 
omitted) 

131 OCM 
194 OCM 
195 OCM 

The blessing and giving of the arras 
(optional) 

Yes 
No 

Hymn or Canticle of Praise (optional) Yes (if yes,  note title & composer below) 
 
 
No 

The Universal Prayer 216 OCM 
217 OCM 
Self-composed 

Led by  

The Lord’s Prayer Recited 
Sung 

The blessing & placing of the lazo &/or 
veil (optional) 

Yes 
No 

Nuptial blessing *Catholic celebrant must do 

Invitation to blessing 138 OCM 
140 OCM (only in special circumstances) 

Prayer of blessing 139 OCM 
(not done if 140 OCM chosen) 

The Conclusion of the Celebration  
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Blessing 141 OCM *Catholic celebrant 

Recessional Music Yes (if yes,  note title & composer below) 
 
 
 
No 

Additional Notes/Concerns 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Signature   Date 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Diocese of Columbus, Office for Divine Worship 

2018 
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Appendix D:  Scripture Readings 
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I.  Genesis 1: 26-28, 31a (144) 

Male and female he created them. 

Then God said: 

“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.  Let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of 
the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all 
the creatures that crawl on the ground.” 

God created man in his image; in the image of God he cre-
ated him; male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, saying: 

“Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. 

Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, 
and all the living things that move on the earth.” 

God looked at everything he had made, and he found it 
very good. 

II.  Genesis 2: 18-24 (145) 

The two of them become one body. 

The Lord God said:  “It is not good for the man to be 
alone.  I will make a suitable partner for him.” 

So the Lord God formed out of the ground various wild 
animals and various birds of the air, and he brought them 
to the man to see what he would call them; whatever the 
man called each of them would be its name.  The man gave 
names to all the cattle, all the birds of the air, and all wild 
animals; but none proved to be the suitable partner for the 
man. 

So the Lord God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while 
he was asleep, he took out one of his ribs and closed up its 
place with flesh. 

The Lord God then built up into a woman the rib that he 
had taken from the man.  When he brought her to the 
man, the man said: 

“This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh;  this one shall be called ‘woman’, for out of ‘her 

man’ this one has been taken.” 

That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings 
to his wife, and the two of them become one body. 

 

III.  Genesis 24:  48-51, 58-67 (146) 

In his love for Rebekah, Isaac found solace after the death of his    
mother. 

The servant of Abraham said to Laban: 

“I bowed down in worship to the Lord, blessing the Lord, 
the God of my master Abraham, who has led me on the 
right road to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman 
for his son.  If therefore, you have in mind to show true 
loyalty to my master, let me know; but if not, let me know 
that too.  I can proceed accordingly.” 

Laban and his household said in reply: 

“This thing comes from the Lord; we can say nothing to 
you either for or against it.  Here is Rebekah, ready for 
you; take her with you, that she may become the wife of 
your master’s son, as the Lord has said.” 

So they called Rebekah and asked her, “Do you wish to go 
with this man?”  She answered, “I do.”  At this they allowed 
their sister Rebekah and her nurse to take leave, along with 
Abraham’s servant and his men.  Invoking a blessing on 
Rebekah, they said: 

“Sister, may you grow into thousands of myriads; and may 
your descendants gain possession at the gates of their ene-
mies!” 

Then Rebekah and her maids started out; they mounted 
their camels and followed the man.  So the servant took 
Rebekah and went on his way.  Meanwhile Isaac had gone 
from Beer-lahai-roi and was living in the region of the Neg-
eb.  One day toward evening he went out...in the field, 
and he looked around, he noticed that camels were ap-
proaching. 

Rebekah, too was looking about, and when she saw him, 
she alighted from her camel and asked the servant, “Who 

Old Testament Text 
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III. Genesis 24:  48-51, 58-67 (146) continued 

is the man out there, walking to the fields toward us?” 

“That is my master,” replied the servant.  Then she covered 
herself with her veil. 

The servant recounted to Isaac  all the things he had done, 
then Isaac took Rebekah into his tent; he married her, and 
thus she became his wife. 

In his love for her Isaac found solace after the death of his 
mother Sarah. 

IV.  Tobit 7: 6-14 (147) 

May the Lord of heaven prosper you both.  May he grant you mercy 
and peace. 

Raphael and Tobiah entered the house of Raguel and greet-
ed him.  Raguel sprang up and kissed Tobiah, shedding 
tears of joy.  But when he heard that Tobit had lost his eye-
sight, he was grieved and wept aloud.  He said to Tobiah: 

“My child, God bless you!  You are the son of a noble and 
good father, but what a terrible misfortune that such a 
righteous and charitable man should be afflicted with blind-
ness!”  He continued to weep in the arms of his kinsman 
Tobiah.  His wife Edna also wept for Tobit; and even their 
daughter Sarah began to weep. 

Afterward, Raguel slaughtered a ram from the flock and 
gave them a cordial reception.  When they had bathed and 
reclined to eat, Tobiah said to Raphael, “Brother Azariah, 
ask Raguel to let me marry my kinswoman Sarah.” 

Raguel overheard the words; so he said to the boy:  “Eat 
and drink and be merry tonight, for no man is more enti-
tled to marry my daughter Sarah than you, brother. 

Besides, not even I have the right to give her to anyone but 
you, because you are my closest relative.  But I will explain 
the situation to you very frankly.  I have given her in mar-
riage to seven men, all of whom were kinsmen of ours, and 
all died on the very night they approached her.  But now, 
son, eat and drink.  I am sure the Lord will look after you 
both.” 

Tobiah answered, “I will eat or drink nothing until you set 
aside what belongs to me.” 

Raguel said to him:  “I will do it.  She is yours according to 
the decree of the Book of Moses.  Your marriage to her has 
been decided in heaven!  Take your kinswoman from now 
on you are her love, and she is your beloved.  She is yours 
today and ever after. 

And tonight, son, may the Lord of heaven prosper you 
both.  May he grant you mercy and peace.” 

Then Raguel called his daughter Sarah, and she came to 
him.  He took her by the hand and gave her to Tobiah with 
the words:  “Take her according to the law.  According to 
the decree written in the Book of Moses she is your wife. 

Take her and bring her back safely to your father.  And 
may the God of heaven grant both of you peace and pros-
perity.” 

He then called her mother and told her to bring a scroll, so 
that he might draw up a marriage contract stating that he 
gave Sarah to Tobiah as his wife according to the decree of 
the Mosaic law.  Her mother brought the scroll, and he 
drew up the contract, to which they affixed their seals. 

Afterward, they began to eat and drink. 

V. Tobit 7: 4b-8 (148) 

Allow us to live together to a happy, old age. 

On their wedding night Tobiah arose from bed and said to 
his wife, “Sister, get up.  Let us pray and beg our Lord to 
have mercy on us and to grant us deliverance.”  Sarah got 
up, and they started to pray and beg that deliverance might 
be theirs.  They began with these words: 

“Blessed are you, O God of our fathers; praised be your 
name forever and ever.  Let the heavens and all of your 
creation praise you forever.  You made Adam and gave him 
his wife Eve to be his help and support; and from these two 
the human race descended.   

You said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; let us 
make him a partner like himself.’  Now, Lord, you know 

Old Testament Text continued 
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V. Tobit 7: 4b-8 (148) continued 

that I take this wife of mine not because of lust, but for a 
noble purpose. 

Call down your mercy on me and on her, and allow us to 
live together to a happy old age.” 

They said together: “Amen, amen!” 

VI.  Proverbs 31: 10-13, 19-20, 30-31 
(149) 

The woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 

When one finds a worthy wife, her value is far beyond 
pearls.  Her husband, entrusting his heart to her, has an 
unfailing prize.  She brings him good, and not evil, all the 
days of her life.   

She obtains wool and flax and makes cloth with skillful 
hands.  She puts her hands to the distaff, and her fingers ply 
the spindle.  She reaches out her hands to the poor, and 
extends her arms to the needy. 

Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; the woman who 
fears the Lord is to be praised.  Give her a reward of her 
labors, and let he works praise her at the city gates. 

 

VII.  Song of Songs 2: 8-10, 14, 16a; 8: 6-7a 
(150) 

Stern as death is love. 

Hark!  my lover-here he comes springing across the moun-
tains, leaping across the hills.  My lover is like a gazelle or a 
young stag. 

Here he stands behind our wall, gazing through the win-
dows, peering through the lattices.  My lover speaks; he 
says to me, “Arise, my beloved, my dove, my beautiful 
one, and come!” 

“O my dove in the clefts of the rock, in the secret recesses 
of the cliff, let me see you, let me hear your voice, for your 
voice is sweet, and you are lovely.” 

My lover belongs to me and I to him.  He says to me: 

“Set me as a seal on your heart, as a seal on your arm; for 
stern as death is love, relentless as the nether-world is de-
votion; its flames are a blazing fire. 

Deep waters cannot quench love, nor floods sweep it 
away.” 

VIII.  Sirach 26:  1-4, 13-16 (151) 

Let the sun rising in the Lord’s heaven, the beauty of a virtuous wife is 
the radiance of her home. 

Blessed the husband of a good wife, twice-lengthened are 
his days; 

A worthy wife brings joy to her husband, peaceful and full 
is his life.  A good wife is a generous gift bestowed upon 
him who fears the Lord; be he rich or poor, his heart is 
content, and a smile is ever on his face. 

A gracious wife delights her husband, her thoughtfulness 
puts flesh on his bones; 

A gift from the Lord is her governed speech, and her firm 
virtue is of surpassing worth. 

Choicest of blessings is a modest wife, priceless her chaste 
soul. 

A holy and decent woman adds grace upon grace; indeed, 
no price is worthy of her temperate soul.  Like the sun ris-
ing in the Lord’s heavens, the beauty of a virtuous wife is 
the radiance of her home. 
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IX.  Jeremiah 31: 31-32a, 33-34a (152) 

I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. 

The days are coming says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

It will not be like the covenant I made with their fathers: 
the day I took them by the hand and lead them forth from 
the land of Egypt. 

But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, says the Lord. 

I will place my law within them, and write it upon their 
hearts; I will be there God and they shall be my people. 

No longer will they have need to teach their friends and 
relatives how to know the Lord. 

All, from the least to the greatest, shall know me, says the 
Lord. 

I.   Psalm 33:12, 18, 20-22  

Refrain (5b):  The earth is full of the goodness of 
the Lord. 

Blessed the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he 
has chosen as his heritage.  Yes, the Lord’s eyes are on 
those who fear him, who hope in his merciful love.        
Refrain  

Our soul is waiting for the Lord.  He is our help and our 
shield.  In him do our hearts find joy.  We trust in his holy 
name.  Refrain  

May your merciful love be upon us, as we hope in you, O 
Lord. Refrain  

 

II.   Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5. 6-7, 8-9  

Refrain (2a):  I will bless the Lord at all times.  OR 
(9a) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 

I will bless the Lord at all times, praise of him is always in 
my mouth.  In the Lord my soul shall make its boast; the 
humble shall hear and be glad. Refrain 

Glorify the Lord with me; together let us praise his name.  
I sought the Lord, and he answered me; from all my ter-
rors he set me free. Refrain 

Look toward him and be radiant; let your face not be 
abashed.  This lowly one called; the Lord heard, and res-
cued him from all his distress. Refrain 

The angel of the Lord is encamped around those who fear 
him, to rescue them.  Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
Blessed the man who seeks refuge in him. Refrain 

 

III.   Psalm 103:1-2, 8, 13, 17-18a  

Refrain (8a):  The Lord is kind and merciful.  OR 
(cf.17) The Lord’s kindness is everlasting to those 
who fear him. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all within me, his holy 
name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his bene-
fits. Refrain 

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and 
rich in mercy.  As a father has compassion on his children, 
the Lord’s compassion is on those who fear him. Refrain 

But the mercy of the Lord is everlasting upon those who 
hold him in fear, upon children’s children his righteous-
ness, for those who keep his covenant. Refrain 
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IV.  Psalm 112: 1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8, 9 

Refrain (cf.1):  Blessed the man who greatly de-
lights in the Lord’s commands. OR Alleluia. 

Blessed the man who fears the Lord, who takes great de-
light in his commandments.  His descendants shall be pow-
erful on earth; the generation of the upright will be blest. 
Refrain 

Riches and wealth are in his house; his righteousness stands 
firm forever.  A light rises in the darkness for the upright; 
he is generous, merciful, and righteous. Refrain 

It goes well for the man who deals generously and lends, 
who conducts his affairs with justice.  He will never be 
moved; forever shall the righteous be remembered.  He 
has no fear of evil news. Refrain 

With a firm heart, he trusts in the Lord.  With a steadfast 
heart he will not fear; he will see the downfall of his foes.  
Refrain 

Openhanded, he gives to the poor; his righteousness stands 
firm forever.  His might shall be exalted in glory. Refrain 

 

V.   Psalm 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5ac and 6a  

Refrain (cf. 1):  Blessed are those who fear the 
Lord.  OR (4) See how the Lord blesses those who 
fear him. 

Blessed are all who fear the Lord, and walk in his ways!  By 
the labor of your hands you shall eat.  You will be blessed 
and prosper. Refrain  

Your wife is like a fruitful vine in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive around your table. 
Refrain  

Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the Lord.  
May the Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life! 
May you see your children’s children.   Refrain  

 

 

VI.   Psalm 145: 8-9, 10, 15, 17-18  

Refrain (9a):  How good is the Lord to all. 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, 
abounding in mercy.  How good is the Lord to all, compas-
sionate to all his creatures.  Refrain 

All your works shall thank you, O Lord, and all your faith-
ful ones bless you.  The eyes of all look to you, and you 
give them their food in due season.  Refrain 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
deeds.  The Lord is close to all who call him, who call on 
him in truth. Refrain 

 

VII.   Psalm 148: 1-2,3-4, 9-10, 11-13ab, 13c-
14a  

Refrain (13a):  Let all praise the name of the Lord. 
OR  Alleluia. 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights.  
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts.          
Refrain 

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all shining stars.  
Praise him, highest heavens, and the waters above the heav-
ens. Refrain 

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, beasts 
both wild and tame, creeping things and birds on the wing. 
Refrain 

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all judges of 
the earth, young men and maidens as well, the old and the 
young together.  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for 
his name alone is exalted.  Refrain 

His splendor above heaven and earth he exalts the strength 
of his people.  Refrain 
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I.  Romans 8: 31b-35, 37-39 (153) 

What will separate us from the love of Christ? 

Brothers and sisters; 

If God is for us, who can be against us?  He did not spare 
his own Son but handed him over for us all, will he not also 
give us everything else along with him? 

Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones?  It is 
God who acquits us.  Who will condemn?  It is Christ Jesus 
who died, rather, was raised, who also is at the right hand 
of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 

What will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will an-
guish, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or the sword? 

No, in all these things, we conquer overwhelmingly 
through him who loved us. 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor present things, nor future things, 
nor powers, nor heights, nor depth, nor any other creature 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

 

II.  Romans 12: 1-2, 9-18 (long form-154) 

Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. 

I urge you brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God, your spiritual worship. 

Do not conform yourselves to this ages but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect. 

Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is 
good; love one another with mutual affection; anticipate 
one another in showing honor. 

Do not grow slack in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord.  Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in 
prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, 

Exercise hospitality. 

Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse 
them.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 
who weep. 

Have the same regard for one another; do not be haughty 
but associate with the lowly; do not be wise in your own 
estimation.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil; be con-
cerned for what is noble in the sight of all.  If possible, on 
your part, live at peace with all 

 

IIb.  Romans 12: 1-2, 9-13 (short form-154) 

Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. 

I urge you brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God, your spiritual worship. 

Do not conform yourselves to this ages but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect. 

Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is 
good; love one another with mutual affection; anticipate 
one another in showing honor. 

Do not grow slack in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord.  Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in 
prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise 
hospitality. 
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III.  Romans 15: 1b-3a, 5-7, 13 (155) 

Welcome one another as Christ welcomed you. 

Brothers and sisters; 

We ought to put up with the failings of the weak and not to 
please ourselves; let each of us please our neighbor for the 
good, for building up. 

For Christ did not please himself. 

May the God if endurance and encouragement grant you to 
think in harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ 
Jesus, that with one accord you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, then as Christ welcomed you for 
the glory of God. 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in be-
lieving, so that you may abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 

IV.  1 Corinthians 6: 13c-15a, 17-20 (156) 

Your body is a temple of the Spirit. 

Brothers and sisters: 

The body is not for immortality, but for the Lord, and the 
Lord is for the body; God raised the Lord and will also 
raise us by his power. 

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?  
Whoever is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
him.  Avoid immorality. 

Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but 
the immoral person sins against his own body.  Do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your 
own? 

For you have been purchased at a price.  Therefore, glorify 
God in your body. 

 

V.  1 Corinthians 12: 31-13:8a (157) 

If I do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Brothers and sisters; 

Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts.  But I shall 
show you a still more excellent way. 

If  I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not have 
love, I am a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal. 

And if I have the gift of prophecy and comprehend all mys-
teries and all knowledge; if I have all faith so as to move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 

If I give away everything I own, and if I hand my body over 
so that I may boast but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind, it is jealous, is not pompous, it 
is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own inter-
ests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over inju-
ry, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing bur rejoices with 
the truth. 

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes in all things, 
endures all things.  Love never fails. 

VI. Ephesians 4: 1-6 (158) 

One Body and one Spirit 

Brothers and sisters; 

I, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to love in a manner 
worthy of the call you have received, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 
through love, striving to preserve the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace; one Body and one Spirit, as you 
were also called to the one hope of your call; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all.  
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VII. Ephesians 5: 2a, 21-33
 (long form-159) 

This is a great mystery, but I speak in reference 

to Christ and the Church. 

Brothers and sisters; 

Live in love, as Christ loved us and handed himself over for 
us. 

Be subordinate to one another out of reverence for Christ.  
Wives should be subordinate to their husbands, as to the 
Lord.  For the husband is head of his wife just as Christ is 
the head of the Church, he himself the savior of the body. 

As the Church is subordinate to Christ, so wives should be 
subordinate to their husbands in everything. 

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the 
Church and handed himself over for her to sanctify her, 
cleansing her by the bath water with the word, that he 
might present to himself the Church in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy 
and without blemish. 

So also husbands should love their wives as their own bod-
ies.  He who loves his wife loves himself.  For no one hates 
his own flesh but rather nourishes and cherishes it, even as 
Christ does the Church, because we are members of his 
Body. 

For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother and be 

joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 

This is a great mystery, but I speak in reference to Christ 
and the Church.  In any case, each one of you should love 
his wife as himself, and the wife should respect her hus-
band. 

VIIb.  Ephesians 5: 2a, 25-32 (short 
form-159) 

Brothers and sisters; 

Live in love, as Christ loved us and handed himself over for 
us. 

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the 
Church and handed himself over for her to sanctify her, 
cleansing her by the bath water with the word, that he 
might present to himself the Church in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy 
and without blemish. 

So also husbands should love their wives as their own bod-
ies.  He who loves his wife loves himself.  For no one hates 
his own flesh but rather nourishes and cherishes it, even as 
Christ does the Church, because we are members of his 
Body. 

For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother and be 

joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 

This is a great mystery, but I speak in reference to Christ 
and the Church.   

VIII. Philippians 4: 4-9 (160)

The God of peace will be with you. 

Brothers and sisters: 

Rejoice in the Lord always.  I say it again:  rejoice!  Your 
kindness should be known to all.  The Lord is near. 

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and  
petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to 
God. 

Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will 
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and 
if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. 

Keep on doing what you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me. 

Then the God of peace will be with you. 
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IX.  Colossians 3: 12-17 (161)  

And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection. 

Brothers and sisters; 

Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, 

Bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one 
has a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so you must also do. 

And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfec-
tion.  And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the 
peace into which you were also called in one Body. 

And be thankful. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom 
you teach and admonish one another, singing psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 
God. 

And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Fa-
ther through him. 

 

X. Hebrews 13: 1-4a, 5-6b (162) 

Let marriage be held in honor by all. 

Brothers and sisters; 

Let mutual love continue.  Do not neglect hospitality, for 
through it some have unknowingly entertained angels. 

Be mindful of prisoners as if sharing their imprisonment, 
and of the ill treated as of yourselves, for you also are in 
the body. 

Let marriage be honored among all and the marriage bed 
be kept undefiled. 

Let your life be free from love of money but be content 
with what you have, for he has said, “I will never forsake you 

or abandon you.”  Thus, we may say with confidence:  “The 

Lord is my helper, and I will not be afraid.” 

XI.  1 Peter 3: 1-9 (163) 

Be of one mind, sympathetic, loving toward one another. 

Beloved: 

You wives should be subordinate to your husbands so that, 
even if some disobey the word, they may be won over 
without a word by their wives’ conduct when they observe 
your reverent and chaste behavior. 

Your adornment should not be an external one; braiding 
the hair, wearing gold jewelry or dressing in fine clothes, 
but rather the hidden character of the heart, expressed in 
the imperishable beauty of a gentle and calm disposition, 
which is precious in the sight of God. 

For this is also how the holy women who hoped in God 
once used to adorn themselves and were subordinate to 
their husbands; thus Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him 
“lord.” You are her children when you do what is good and 
fear no intimidation. 

Likewise, you husbands should live with your wives in un-
derstanding, showing honor to the weaker female sex, 
since we are the joint heirs of the gift of life, so that your 
prayers may not be hindered. 

Finally, all of you, be of one mind, sympathetic, loving 
toward one another, compassionate, humble.  Do not re-
turn evil for evil, or insult for insult; but on the contrary, a 
blessing, because to this you were called, that you might 
inherit a blessing. 

XII.  1 John 3:18-24 (164) 

Love in deed and in truth 

Children, let us love not in word or speech, but in deed 
and truth.  Now this is how we shall know that we belong 
to the truth and reassure our hearts before him in whatever 
our hearts condemn, for God is greater than our hearts and 
knows everything. 

Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confi-
dence in God and receive from him whatever we ask, be-
cause we keep his commandments and do what pleases him 
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XII.  1 John 3:18-24 (164) continued 

And his commandment is this: 

We should believe  the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and 
love one another just as he commanded us. 

Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and he 
in them, and the way we know that he remains in us is 
from the Spirit that he gave us. 

XIII.  1 John 4: 7-12 (165) 

God is love. 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; 
everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 

Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is 
love.  In this way the love of God was revealed to us; God 
sent his only-begotten Son into the word so that we might 
have life through him. 

In this is love:  not that we have loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as expiation for our sins. 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we must also love one anoth-
er. 

No one has ever seen God.  Yet, if we love one another, 
God remains in us, and his love is brought to perfection in 
us. 

XIV.  Revelation 19: 1,5-9a (166) 

Blessed are those who have been called to the                                   
wedding feast of the Lamb. 

I, John, heard what sounded like the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, saying:  “Alleluia!  Salvation, glory, 
and might belong to our God!” 

A voice coming from the throne said:  “Praise our God, all 
you his servants, and you who revere him, small and 
great.” 

Then I heard something like the sound of a great multitude 
or the sound of rushing water or mighty peals of thunder, 
as they said:  “Alleluia!  The Lord has established his reign, 

Our God, the almighty.  Let us rejoice and be glad and give 
him glory. 

For the wedding day of the Lamb has come, his bride has 
made herself ready.  She was allowed to wear a bright, 
clean linen garment.”  (The linen represents the righteous 
deeds of the holy ones.) 

Then the angel said to me, “Write this:  Blessed are those 
who have been called to the wedding feast of the Lamb.” 

Alleluia Verse with Verse before the Gospel 

 

I.  1 John 4:7b (174) 

“Everyone who loves is begotten of God and knows God.” 

II. 1 John 4:8b & 11 (175) 

“God is love. 

Let us love one another as God has loved us.” 

III.1 John 4:12 (176) 

“If we love one another, God remains in us and his love is 
brought to perfection in us.” 

IV.  1 John 4:16 (177) 

“Whoever remains in love, remains in God and God in 
him.” 
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I. Matthew 5:  1-12a (178) 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and 
after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.  He began 
to teach them saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
heaven. 

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land. 

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be satisfied. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called chil-
dren of God. 

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of right-
eousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you 
falsely because of me. 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heav-
en.” 

II.  Matthew 5:  13-16 (179) 

You are the light of the world 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“You are the salt of earth.  But if salt loses its taste, with 
what can it be seasoned?  It is no longer good for anything 
but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

You are the light of the world.  A city set on a mountain 
cannot be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and then put it 
under a bushel basket; it is set on a light stand, where it 
gives light to all in the house. 

Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.” 

III.  Matthew 7:  21, 24-29 (long form) (180) 

A wise man built his house on rock. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the Kingdom of heaven, but only one who does the will of 
my Father in heaven. 

Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on 
them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.  
The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buf-
feted the house.  But it did not collapse; it had been set 
solidly on rock. 

And everyone who listens to these words of mine but does 
not act on them will be like a fool who built his house on 
sand. 

The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buf-
feted the house.  And it collapsed and was completely ru-
ined.” 

When Jesus finished these words, the crowds were aston-
ished at his teaching, for he taught them as one having au-
thority, and not as their scribes. 

IIIa.  Matthew 7:  21, 24-25 (short form 180) 

A wise man built his house on rock. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the Kingdom of heaven, but only one who does the will of 
my Father in heaven. 

Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on 
them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.  
The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buf-
feted the house.  But it did not collapse; it had been set 
solidly on rock.” 
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IV.  Matthew 19:  3-6 (181) 

What God has united, man must not separate. 

Some Pharisees approached Jesus, and tested him, saying:  
“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause 
whatever?” 

He said in reply, “Have you not read that from the begin-
ning the Creator made them male and female and said, For 
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh? 

So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  Therefore, what 
God has joined together, man must not separate.” 

V.   Matthew 22:35-40 (182) 

This is the greatest and the first commandment.  The second is like it. 

One of the Pharisees, a scholar of the law, tested Jesus by 
asking, “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” 

He said to him, 

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. 

This is the greatest and the first commandment.  The sec-
ond is like it:   

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  The whole law 
and the prophets depend on these two commandments.” 

 

 

VI.  Mark 10: 6-9 (183) 

They are no longer two, but one flesh. 

Jesus said: 

“From the beginning of creation, God made them male and 
female.  For this reason, a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh. 

So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  Therefore, what 
God has joined together, no human being must separate.” 

VII.  John 2:  1-11 (184) 

Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee. 

There was a wedding in Cana in Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there.  Jesus and his disciples were also invited to 
the wedding.  When the wine ran short, the mother of Je-
sus said to him:  “They have no wine.” 

And Jesus said to her, “Woman, how does your concern 
affect me?  My hour has not yet come.” 

His mother said to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

Now there were six stone water jars there for Jewish cere-
monial washings, each holding twenty to thirty gallons. 

Jesus told them, “Fill the jars with water.”   

So they filled them to the brim.  Then he told them, “Draw 
some out now and take it to the headwaiter.”  So they took 
it.  And when the headwaiter tasted the water that had be-
come wine, without knowing where it had come from 
(although the servants who had drawn the water knew), 
the headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to him, 

“Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people 
have drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the 
good wine until now.” 

Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee  
and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe 
in him. 

 

Gospel Text continued 



53 

VIII.   John 15:  9-12 (185) 

Remain in my love. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“As the Father loves me, so I also love you.  Remain in my 
love. 

If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
remain in his love. 

I have told you this so that my joy might be in you and your 
joy might be complete.  This is my commandment:  love 
one another as I love you.” 

IX.   John 15:  12-16 (186) 

This is my commandment; love one another. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“This is my commandment; love one another as I love you.  
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I com-
mand you. 

I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know 
what his master is doing. 

I have called you friends, because I have told you every-
thing I have heard from my Father.  It was not you who 
chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go 
and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask 
the Father in my name he may give you.” 

X. John 17:  20-26 (long form 187) 

That they may be brought to perfection as one. 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:   

“I pray not only for my disciples, but also for those who 
will believe in me through their word, so that they may all 
be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they 
may also be in us, that the world may believe that you sent 
me. 

And I have given them the glory you have me, so that they  

May be brought to perfection as one, that the world may 
know that you sent me, and that you loved them even as 
you loved me. 

Father, they are your gift to me. 

I wish that where I am they may also may be with me, that 
they may see my glory that you gave me, because you 
loved me before the foundation of the world. 

Righteous Father, the world also does not know you, but I 
know you, and they know that you sent me. 

I made known to them your name and I will make it 
known, that the love with which you loved me may be in 
them and I in them.” 

XI.  John 17:  20-23 (short form 187) 

That they may be brought to perfection as one. 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:   

“Holy Father, I pray not only for these, but also for those 
who will believe in me through their word, so that they 
may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that 
they may also be in us, that the world may believe that you 
sent me. 

And I have given them the glory you gave me, so that they 
may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that 
they may be brought to perfection as one, that the world 
may know that you sent me, and that you loved them even 
as you loved me.” 
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APPENDIX E:  Examples of Petitions for the Universal Prayer 

Priest/Deacon:   

Dear brothers and sisters, as we call to mind the spe-

cial gift of grace and charity by which God has been 

pleased to crown and consecrate the love of our sis-

ter, Name, and our brother, Name, let us commend 

them to the Lord. 

That these faithful Christians, Name and Name newly 

joined in Holy Matrimony, may always enjoy health 

and well-being, let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

That he will bless their covenant as he chose to sancti-

fy marriage at Cana in Galilee, let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

That  they be granted perfect and fruitful love, peace 

and strength, and that they bear faithful witness to the 

name of Christian, let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

That the Christian people may grow in virtue day by 

day and that all who are burdened by any need may 

receive the help of grace from above, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

That the grace of the Sacrament will be renewed by 

the Holy Spirit in all married persons here present, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Priest/Deacon:  Graciously pour out upon this hus-

band and wife, O Lord, the Spirit of your love, to 

make them one heart and one soul, so that nothing 

whatever may divide those you have joined and no 

harm come to those you have filled with your bless-

ing.  Through Christ our Lord. 

 

The Order of Celebrating Matrimony,  #216 

 

Priest/Deacon:   

As a community, we come together with gratitude to 

Almighty God for the many gifts which he graciously 

bestows upon us.  With confidence we place our 

prayers before Him.   

For the Church, throughout the world. May all mem-

bers seek to be witnesses of the Gospel in their daily 

lives so that the Kingdom of God becomes manifest 

in our midst.  We pray to the Lord. 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

For our communities and country.  May all means of 

violence, hatred and division cease and all come to-

gether in peace for the benefit of all persons.  We 

pray to the Lord. 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

For Name and Name,  who have been joined togeth-

er in the holy Sacrament of Matrimony.  May Jesus 

be the center of their marriage, and, the source of 

strength and love all the days of their life. We pray to 

the Lord. 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

That all persons will be committed to their chosen 

vocations in life and remain steadfast during both the 

good and the bad times.  We pray to the Lord. 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who have passed from this life to the next, 

especially from our families and friends.  May they 

share in the eternal Kingdom of God and know of 

our love. 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Priest/Deacon:  In your mercy, O Lord, hear our 

prayers, those spoken and unspoken. Send forth your 

Spirit upon all those who seek to find you in daily 

routine of life.  And, in your kindness bless us and 

keep us close to You.  We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. 
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APPENDIX F:  Miscellaneous Topics 

Outside Weddings 

Outside weddings require the special permission of the Bishop of the Diocese, and the request must be submit-

ted to him by the minister presiding at the wedding liturgy.  In general, except for extraneous situations, outside 

weddings are not permitted by the Church.  While this may seem old fashioned, there are very good reasons why 

the Church believes that a wedding should take place in a church.   Let’s explore them a bit. 

Primarily, the Rite for the Celebration of Matrimony takes place within the context of the Mass for two Catholics.  

Mass of course takes place within a church.   Secondly, Sacraments for the most part, occur inside a church, and 

Marriage is a Sacrament. 

These two statements raise the question as to why we would even entertain holding a wedding in another venue.  

We wouldn’t hold a sporting event in a place outside of the arena, stadium, and so forth because that would not 

be appropriate.  Even in today’s secular society, there is an understanding that certain events take place in certain 

spaces.  Churches are set apart; they are meant to be an earthly reminder of heaven, a place that gives glory and 

honor to God.  Churches invite us to pause, reflecting upon and seeking how God breaks into in our daily life.  

For centuries, Catholics gathered in churches to memorialize the hallmarks of life: a baptism of a baby, a child 

receiving their first Holy Communion, a man and woman marrying, a person being buried.   These moments 

allow us as humans to touch the Divine and to invite Him into these celebrations of faith that are part and parcel 

of our life as Catholics. 

While an outside venue may be beautiful, a reminder of God at work in His creation, its primary function is not 

meant to sanctify sacred events of life.  

Unity Candle 

The unity candle has come to be associated with Catholic weddings, however it has not and never has been ap-

proved by the Church or been a part of the wedding rite.  Additionally, the Bishop of Columbus made it a Dioc-

esan policy that the use of unity candles are strictly forbidden at a weddings within the Diocese of Columbus.  

While the premise of the candle is to symbolize that “two become one” through the Sacrament of Matrimony, 

this symbolism is stated clearly in the language used during the marriage vows as well as in the numerous prayers 

and blessings. There is no need for a candle or any other form of additional symbols; you and your spouse are 

the premier sign of unity; let your own “light” shine! 

Eastern and Western Rite Catholics Marrying 

Whenever a Western Rite (Roman) Catholic is marrying an Eastern Rite Catholic, it is vital that the priest or dea-

con preparing the couple consult with the Bishop’s Office for guidance on how to proceed, which will vary de-

pending on the particular rite of the Eastern Catholic.  There is only one Wester Rite (Roman Catholic), but 
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there are close to two dozen Eastern Catholic Rites.  With this in mind, here are a few general things that can be 

said about this subject: 

1. When a couple is Catholic, but one is from an Eastern Catholic rite (e.g. Byzantine or Melkite) and the other 

is from the Western rite (Roman Catholic), the wedding can be done by a Western (Roman Catholic) priest 

(in the RC rite).  No delegation is needed from the Eastern Catholic bishop if the groom is Roman Catholic. 

2. If the groom is Eastern Catholic, then delegation to the Roman Catholic priest is needed from the proper 

Eastern Catholic bishop for validity.  If the groom is Eastern Catholic, the wedding could also be presided 

over by a priest from his particular rite. 

3. If the bride is Eastern Catholic and the groom is a non-Catholic, deference is given to the Eastern Rite and 

the Eastern Code of Canon Law, and a Roman Catholic priest could preside at the wedding with delegation 

from the proper Eastern Catholic bishop, or an Eastern Catholic priest from the bride’s particular rite could 

preside. 

4. In any of these cases, though, the wedding must be presided over by a priest per the ritus sacer in the Eastern 

Code of Canon Law.  This states that all Eastern Catholics are obliged to receive a priestly blessing when re-

ceiving the Sacrament of Matrimony.  A deacon is permitted to prepare the couple but cannot preside. 

5. Children that result from the marriage are ascribed to the Church sui iuris (i.e. Eastern or Western) of the 

father.  It is important to note that in most of the Eastern Catholic churches, babies receive all of the Sacra-

ments of Initiation at their Baptism (Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation). 

6. Should an Eastern rite Catholic who is practicing in the Western Church marry a non-Catholic, the priest or 

deacon preparing him or her should consult with the Bishop’s Office for guidance on obtaining permissions 

and/or delegations necessary for the particular situation.  Any children resulting from the union would need 

to follow the rite of the Catholic party. 

Again, as noted before, due to the many considerations the must occur for wedding between and Eastern and 

Western Rite Catholic, it is very important that the priest or deacon consult with the Bishop’s Office for further 

guidance. 

Visitation to the Blessed Mother Side Altar 

A venerable tradition that has become ensconced within Catholic weddings consists of  

the bride or bride and groom making a prayer visit to a Marian statue with a bouquet of 

flowers.  The practice can be traced to the days of Marian Sodalities.  Women came be-

fore Mary in prayer for their transition from a virgin to a married woman and mother-to-

be.  While the meaning of the visit changed with time,  the ritual remained popular 
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amongst women, and it continues to this day, especially for those who have a special devotion to the Blessed 

Mother. 

Couples discerning if this is a tradition that is important for them to include should note the following: 

 The visitation to the Marian statue has not been and is not part of the “official” Catholic liturgy, and as a re-

sult there is no place set aside for its inclusion within the Mass or outside the Mass.   

 Visitation to the Marian statue should not just be for the bride, but it should include the groom as well.  It is 

the couple coming together in prayer to the Blessed Mother for their marriage together. 

 Choosing to do this should be as nonobtrusive as possible.  Possible times that this could take place would 

be: during the offertory preparation of the gifts, after the couple receives Holy Communion, or after the final 

blessing. 

 It is also suggested that this visitation might take place outside the wedding liturgy.  The couple may wish to 

make a private visit during their wedding rehearsal or once the wedding liturgy has been completed, prior to 

leaving the church. 

 Be sure to discuss this with the priest or deacon presiding at your wedding.  Because this ritual is not officially 

part of the wedding liturgy, some clergy are not comfortable with it taking place within the Mass.  They may 

suggest another time for participating in this ritual, such as after Mass is completed or at the wedding rehears-

al.  If this is the case, you will need to respect his wishes and make alternate plans to participate in this ritual 

outside of your wedding Mass. 

Cultural Rituals 

Within the United States, the marriage rite has been amended to include the cultural customs of the arras, lazo, 

and the veil.  These practices come from Filipino and Latino traditions.  Due to the diversity of the United States 

Catholic population, there is a realization that many other ethnic traditions exist, however it would be impossible 

to include all of them in the rite.   The rite states that the various Conferences of Bishops may adapt the rite to 

the needs of the region (OCM #39).   This does not mean that one can add anything one wishes to the rite under 

the guise of cultural customs.  If there is something that is an important part of your culture, you should discuss it 

with the priest or deacon presiding at your wedding.  He may determine  the feasibility of incorporating it into 

the liturgy, or he may ask you do it at another time.  Any cultural tradition considered must reflect Catholic theo-

logical understanding of the Sacrament of Marriage and cannot just be a “trend of the day.” 

Valid vs. Sacramental Marriage 

Couples often ask the question “What is the difference between a valid and sacramental marriage?”  This lan-

guage is used often, especially in regards to Rite 3.  A valid marriage is one entered into by two Catholics or a 
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Catholic and non-Catholic for which there are no known im-

pediments.  A sacramental marriage is one entered into by 

two baptized persons.  As noted before, when a Catholic mar-

ries a non-baptized person properly in accordance with 

Church law, the marriage is considered valid but is not con-

sidered sacramental; if, at anytime after the wedding, the non-

baptized person is baptized into any Christian church, the 

marriage becomes sacramental automatically. 

Inclusion of Other Ministers in a Wedding 

Because both rite 2 and 3 involve couples that have two different faith traditions, it is natural to want your fian-

cée’s tradition represented at your wedding.  It is important for you to discuss how you wish to include them with 

the priest or deacon officiating at your wedding.  First, it is important to know that he or she cannot “co-officiate” 

in the Catholic rite, and s/he cannot celebrate their own tradition’s wedding ritual at your wedding.  In order for 

the marriage to be valid in the Catholic Church, the Catholic minister must receive the consent and vows of the 

couple.  Additionally, state laws indicate that only one person officially presides at a wedding.  At a Catholic wed-

ding, your fiancée's religious leader can proclaim a scripture reading, join in the welcome, offer a prayer or per-

haps a blessing, and so forth as long as it has been approved by the priest or deacon. 

Religion of Maid/Matron of Honor & Best Man 

Those serving in these roles do not need to be Catholic.  Canon law states that you need two witnesses in addi-

tion to the presider.  They may be either male and female or both of the same sex, and they do not need to be 

baptized.  However, they must be in full control of their reason and able to comprehend what is happening.  If 

one of them is intoxicated, under the influence of drugs, or seriously ill, he or she cannot serve in this capacity. 

Marriage & Confirmation 

“Catholics who have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation are to receive it to complete their Christian 

initiation before they are admitted to Marriage if this can be done without grave inconvenience (OCM, 18).”  

The Diocese offers adult Confirmation twice a year for those individuals who have not been confirmed.  Infor-

mation and dates can be found on the diocesan website http://www.columbuscatholic.org/confirmation-1.  

The role of the Sacrament of Reconciliation prior to Marriage 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (also called Confession or Penance) can assist in a couple’s preparation for 

their wedding day as they look forward to the future and experience forgiveness for the past.  The rite itself 

states: “It is recommended to the engaged couple that in preparation for the Sacrament of Matrimony they re-

ceive the Sacrament of Penance, if necessary… (OCM, 18).”	
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APPENDIX G 

Guidelines for the Reception of Holy Communion 

For Catholics 

As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy Communion.  We are 

encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently.  In order to be properly disposed to receive Com-

munion, participants should not be conscious of grave sin and normally should have fasted for one hour.  A per-

son who is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental 

confession except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession.  In this case, the person is to 

be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as 

possible (Code of Canon Law, §916).  A frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all. 

For Fellow Christians 

We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and sisters.  We pray that 

our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist will draw us closer to one another and 

begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate us.  We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keep-

ing with Christ’s prayer for us “that they may all be one” (John 17:21). 

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of the oneness of faith, life, 

and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to 

Holy Communion.  Eucharistic sharing in exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission 

according to the directives of the Diocesan Bishop and the provisions of canon law (844 §4).  Members of the 

Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National Catholic Church are urged to re-

spect the discipline of their own churches.  According to Roman Catholic Discipline, the Code of Canon Law 

does not object to the reception of Communion by Christians of these churches (844§3). 

For Those Not Receiving Holy Communion 

All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a prayerful desire for unity 

with the Lord Jesus and with one another. 

For Non-Christians 

We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.  While we cannot admit 

them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace and the unity of the human family. 

Copyright© 1996, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  All rights reserved. 
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